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New St Peter’s Catholic Church is
‘God’s wonderful Gift’

Gothic inspired architecture of St Peter’s Church.

A section of the Christmas Eve congregation.

Soft Opening of St Peter’s Catholic Church: Christmas Eve Midnight Mass, 25 December 2024.

KUCHING — The iconic
St Peter’s Catholic Church in
Padungan that had social
media abuzz with excitement
over its impending opening
finally gave the public,
Christians and people of all
faiths, what they had been
waiting with anticipation to
see.

At midnight on Christmas
Eve, the Church launched its
soft opening with the first
Mass to rejoice the Nativity of
the Lord. It was livestreamed
for all to view the magnificent
interior of the Church. The
exquisite stained-glass windows
of the Church depict events of
Jesus’ life and His ministry.

By 6.00 pm, people started
gathering outside the Church
compound although Church
notices cited the door would
only open at 10.00 pm for
Christmas carols scheduled at
11.00 pm and Christmas Eve
Mass at 12.00 am. With seats

(Photo: Danison Manium)

to accommodate only 1,000, it
was reported there were more
people outside the Church than
inside.

Blessing of Church Door a
Symbol of God’s welcome

Kuching Archbishop Simon
Poh blessed the doors at the
Church entrance with holy
water and incense before
proceeding to preside over the
Christmas Midnight Mass that
was concelebrated by Fr Vincent
Chin the parish priest for St
Peter’s, and Fr  Galvin
Ngumbang.

In his homily, Archbishop
Simon invited everyone to “pray
in solidarity with Pope Francis
to welcome the birth of Jesus as
we celebrate and enter Jubilee
Year 2025.” (Pope Francis
opened the Holy Door of St
Peter’s Basilica to inaugurate
the Jubilee of Hope 2025 on
Christmas Eve).

Archbishop Simon felt the

blessing of the new Church door
symbolises a “welcoming God
opening the door for each one of
us to come in to experience his
love, mercy and hope,” although
the solemn dedication and
consecration of St Peter’s
Church will only take place on
29 June 2025.

“God’s wonderful Gift”

Fr Vincent Chin, in his
address to the congregation,
expressed happiness to be in the
Church, a Church he firmly
believes is “God’s wonderful
Gift.” He felt only God could
have made what they have
achieved  throughout the
progress of the  Church,
possible. He promised to make
the Church “a place of prayer, a
place of blessing,” and to
always trust in God.

After the blessing of the
Christmas Manger and final
blessing to conclude the Mass,
Archbishop Simon Poh on

The Christmas Choir.

Blessing and incensing of a door (left pic) and the Christmas manger
(right pic) by Archbishop Simon Poh.

behalf of the Catholic Bishops
of Malaysia, priests, religious
and  deacons, Archbishops
Emeriti Peter Chung and John
Ha, and Fr Vincent Chin and Fr

Galvin Ngumbang, wished
everyone a blessed Christmas
filled with joy and peace.

Ivy Chai
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It is now 2025. How was the year 2024 for you? As
for me, it felt like | was caught up in a whirlwind. Still, it
was a blessed year.

In this first publication for 2025, we bring you
highlights of 2024 in a collage of photos on Page 3.
May you look back with fond memories the events of the
past year.

The much-anticipated soft opening of the iconic St
Peter’s Church in Padungan became a reality on
Christmas Eve, 24 December. The Midnight Mass at
12.00 am attracted Christians of all denominations and
people of all faiths, not only Catholics. Social media
was abuzz with photos and video clips of the gothic
architecture and exquisitely crafted stained-glass
windows of the Church months before it was completed.

. . WYCATB THE TES’I
PUBLISHER
A time to give thanks e op
of Kuching
EDITOR

In solidarity with Pope Francis’ call to the universal vy Chai
Church to launch the Jubilee Year of Hope 2025 on 29 ASSOCIATE EDITOR
December, Archbishop Simon Poh launched the Jubilee (Chinese)

2025 at the 7.00am Mass for the Archdiocese of Magdalene Yeo
Kuching. The five designated pilgrimage centres for the 2o llie i

. AORR Freddy Bohari (BM)
Archdiocese of Kuching includes the newly opened St Grace Amy
Peter’s Church. A full list of the pilgrimage sites can be (BM Children’s
found on Page 8. Section)

For those of us celebrating the Lunar Chinese New Mabel Salin
Year of the Snake this year, there is a feature article on (Sir::%ilclasn'; Clnlfelestis
the Snake written by Fr Stephen Chin. Margaret Bong

Let us give thanks for all the answered prayers, (Chinese)
blessing, healing and anointing we have received in Annie Ng
2024. May God continue to bless us and our family (Chinese Children’s
abundantly in 2025. Happy New Year! Section)

STAFF
Shannon Wei
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Greetings and blessings for New Year 2025. Pope Francis has declared
2025 as a Jubilee Year of Hope. We are all invited to be Pilgrims of Hope.

Though we have just crossed the threshold of the new year 2025, we can
clearly recall the challenging events of 2024. The conflicts in Ukraine, Middle
East and Myanmar still continue to haunt us. Many lives are lost and the
wounds of war and sufferings are still being inflicted with ongoing conflicts.
Children and women, especially the poor are those who suffer the most. In his
new year message on 1 January 2024, on the 58th World Day of Peace,
Pope Francis has chosen to focus on the theme, “Forgive us our trespasses:
grant us your peace”. We are invited to enter Jubilee Year 2025 as Pilgrims
of Hope.

Pope Francis addressed all Heads of State and Government, Heads of
International Organisations, Leaders of different religions, every person of
good will, and to all of us. Pope Francis recommends three actions as the path
of peace:

* forgiveness of the international debt;

* abolition of the death penalty;

* establishment of a World Fund that will definitively eliminate hunger.

Christmas event is an event of love and hope. When Jesus was born, there

was no room at the inn that night and
everything seemed like a disaster.
Joseph and Mary simply trusted the

Today, we may feel
powerless to change

Lord and in the dark cold night, they the whole WOI’ld,
warmly welcomed Jesus with their open but we can always
arms and warm hearts. Today, we may . .

feel powerless to change the whole do Somethlng I'lght

world, but we can always do something where we are.

right where we are. And when each of

us, every Catholic does some good and gives hope right where we are,
together we make a difference in the world. Jesus comes to us as the
“Emmanuel”—a name which means that God-is-with-us.

The Jubilee Year with the Opening of Holy Doors symbolises that God
comes to visit us through the open doors—so that we can confidently step and
enter into the threshold of God’s presence, to experience God’s mercy,
forgiveness, peace and be rekindled in our faith, our hope and our charity to
serve one another.

¥ Archbishop Simon Poh

Archbishop’s Christmas Open House at ACCPC

Visitors to the Archbishop’s Christmas Open House held at the Grand Hall, ACCPC, 25 December 2024. (Photos: Danison Manium)
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KUCHING — 25 Sister
Delegates participated in the
13th General Chapter of the
Congregation of the Sisters of
St Francis of Sarawak.
Convened in the Convent of
the Immaculate Conception,
Central Road, Padungan, it ran
from 3-10 December 2024
and bore the overall theme:
“Advancing our Union with
Christ towards the Centenary
and Beyond.”

To mark the 800th
anniversary of St Francis of
Assisi’s  Stigmata, we also
kept in mind the theme, “You
Are Love”. As a Chapter that
joyfully looks forward to the
Centenary of the Congregation
in 2028, we started with a brief
presentation of the history of
the Congregation to provide
us with a sense of where we
had come from and where we
are in the present. Hopefully,
this will enable us to chart our
course into the future—
towards the Centenary, the
next General Chapter and
beyond.

Preceded by a three-day
retreat from the evening of 29
November to 2 December, this
13th General Chapter drew
inspiration from Chapter 21 of
the Gospel of John. For we
could relate with the seven
disciples’ decision to “go
fishing” that conveyed a sense
of loss of hope, to say the
least. They saw no point to

St Francis of Sarawak (SSFS)

stick to Jesus. Returning to their
former profession for livelihood
and for their future seemed to be
the best option of hope for them
in their given situation.

But here again, their hope
was dashed, for a whole night of
hard labour yielded nothing!
But this fruitless labour took an
opposite turn when they “cast
their net to the right side of the
boat” in obedience to the
instruction of the risen Jesus:
they caught 153 large fish. After
their fruitless night, this great
catch led them to recognise
Jesus: “It is the Lord,” the
beloved disciple told Simon
Peter. The basic option for them
was either to work with the Lord
or without the Lord.

The disciples’ two
subsequent actions signified
their choice to return to the Lord
and work with Him: (1) Peter
jumped into the sea to move to
the risen Lord on shore; and (2)
the other disciples dragged their
heavily loaded net also to the
shore. Jesus’ invitation to them,
“Come and have breakfast”
marked His acceptance of their
return. His dialogue with Simon
Peter, son of John, led to His
entrusting to the disciple a vital
pastoral ministry to look after
His flock. The exercise of this
ministry called for love,
whatever be the level of this
love.

We read in Jn 21 a story of
Jesus restoring discipleship to

His disciples who had failed
Him, and, despite his triple
denial of Him earlier, placing
His trust in Simon Peter as He
entrusted the care of His flock to
him. We took courage from this
reading of the story.

Reports from our various
Commissions provided a good
overview of our strengths and
our weaknesses. They also
pointed out the challenges we
encountered, coming mainly
from the growing number of our
aging  Sisters  without a
corresponding increase of active
ones, and influence  of
secularism and world trends.

Inspired by the story in Jn
21, we heard Jesus inviting us to
breakfast with Him and
restoring our discipleship, as
well as calling us to continue
our mission and ministry as
Sisters of St Francis of Sarawak.
While acknowledging them, we
refused to let our weaknesses
and failures overshadow our
strengths and overwhelm us into
despair.

On the contrary, we felt
inspired by our predecessors
who weathered all storms to
follow in the footsteps of our
Seraphic Father, St Francis of
Assisi, and respond to the
Lord’s call to “restore My
Church”. Our celebration of his
stigmata in a meaningful and
prayerful service reminded us of
his acceptance of Jesus’
sufferings which our

13th General Chapter of the Congregation of the Sisters of

Superior General and her Council. From Left to Right: Sr Natasia Tay
(Second Councillor), Sr Irmina Peter (Assistant General), Sr Rose
Wong (Superior General), Sr Agatha Ling (First Councillor) and
Sr Catherine Uming (Third Councillor).

predecessors sought to imitate.

Believing in the risen Lord’s
gift of the Holy Spirit to be with
us and lead us, we plucked up
courage to respond with ever
greater commitment to the
Lord’s call of us to “restore His
Church” today, regardless of the
challenges this task may
involve.

To this end, we proceeded to
elect the Superior General, her
Assistant and Council, to lead us
in the next term of six years. We
re-elected Sr Rose Wong as
Superior General, Sr Irmina
Peter as Assistant Superior
General, Sr Agatha Ling as the
First Councillor, Sr Natasia Tay
as the Second Councillor, and Sr
Catherine Uming as the Third
Councillor.

Encouraged by  Jesus’

restoration of discipleship to
and trust in Simon Peter, each
of these elected Sisters humbly
and whole-heartedly accepted
our election of them to look
after us and motivate us to
look after others in love like
Christ.

Filled with the assurance of
the Holy Spirit’s guidance, we
confidently  adopted  the
Proposals and Resolutions as
agreed.

We now commend our
Proposals and Resolutions to
the intercession of our Blessed
Mother as we embark on their
implementation in the spirit of
her FIAT to God, and to our
Seraphic Father St Francis,
and St Clare.

Sisters of St Francis of
Sarawak (SSFS)

Christmas Gathering for Carmelite
nuns and OCDS community

OCDS members join the Carmelites in the Visitors Parlour.

KUCHING — This
Christmas, the Carmelite nuns
and Christ the King OCDS
community had the privilege of
gathering to celebrate the joyous
occasion. The atmosphere was
filled with peace, warmth, and a
deep sense of devotion as we
came together to reflect on the
true meaning of Christmas.

The event began with a
heartfelt fellowship, invoking
blessings for peace and goodwill.
The simplicity and reverence of

the ceremony reminded
everyone present of the spiritual
significance of the season.

The fellowship emphasised
the importance of charity, love,
and service to others, especially
during this time of year. It was
both inspiring and humbling,
reminding us all of the
importance of giving, not just in
material ways but also through
acts of kindness, sharing
compassion, and forgiveness.

The gathering included a

carolling session, sung with
love and joy. There was
laughter, as the OCD nuns and
OCDS members sang beloved
carols, their voices blending
beautifully in the spirit of unity,
joy, peace and with the vision
of HOPE to journey together in
this year of JUBILEE 2025
with our Holy Mother Catholic
Church.

The gathering was purely a
session of deepening bonds of
friendship and spiritual
connection, concluding with
the song Feliz Navidad,
thanking God for the gift of
Christ and an enriching
experience of bond of unity
between OCDS and OCD
nuns. Being one family of the
DISCALCED CARMELITES
ORDER is a significant
blessing of GOD to journey
with  the Archdiocese of
Kuching, in this year of HOPE,
JUBILEE 2025.

Christ the King
OCDS community
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Huge turnout for Kuching Christmas Parade 2024

The Roman Catholic float. (Photo: Dominic Bong)

KUCHING — The
annual Kuching Christmas
Parade was held on 7

December 2024. This year’s
Parade organised by the
Association of  Churches
Sarawak (ACS) and the
Sarawak Evangelical Christian
Association (SECA) was
hosted by the Methodist
Church SCAC with the
theme: Peace Be With You.
Participating ~ Churches
included the Roman Catholic
Church, Anglican Church,

Methodist Church SIAC, BEM
(SIB) Church, Seventh-Day
Adventist Church, Salvation

Army, Sarawak Baptist
Church, Sarawak  Blessed
Church, as well as SECA
member Churches such as

Christ Baptist Church, City
Harvest Church, Hope Church
Kuching, and GIS Gospel
Harvest Kuching.

An estimated 7,000 plus
participants from these
Churches gathered at the
Kuching City South Council

Happy bystanders enjoying the parade. (Photo: Peter Chai)

(MBKS) Jubilee Ground well
before 6.00 pm.

As in previous years, the
field was a sea of colours with
participants dressed in colours
depicting Christmas as well as
characters in the Bible.

The choir from the Roman
Catholic  Church led the
opening with familiar old time-
tested carols such as ‘For Unto
Us a Child is Born’ and ‘O
Come, All Ye Faithful’.

A recitation of the Apostle’s
Creed and Scripture Readings

in English, Iban, Malay, and
Chinese  were read by
representatives ~ from  the
different Church denominations.

To begin the parade,
Catholic Archbishop Dato Dr
Simon Poh delivered the
benediction, to bless Kuching
city and its people.

At around 7.00 pm, the
parade began its procession
into the city streets, with
characters dressed in costumes
reminiscent of scenes from the
Bible. Accompanying them

were 11 beautifully decorated
floats, some blaring out
Christmas carols that
prompted bystanders to join
in the singing.

The Christmas Parade
would never be complete
without the familiar Boys’
and Girls’ Brigades. Their
marching bands were a joy to
watch and the loud trumpets
and drums added festive
cheer all around.

Participants were seen
distributing Christmas gifts
about an hour into the parade,
and little children lining up
the streets gleefully accepted
them with open palms.

The 2-hour long
procession concluded with
many participants and floats
stopping by the new St
Peter’s Church at Jalan
Padungan to take snapshots

with the beautifully lit
Church as a backdrop.
Ivy Chai

Over 2,000 join Christmas Prayer S ervice,
embracing God’s love across faiths in Kuching

A musical performance during the joint Christmas prayer service
organised by ACS at Christian Ecumenical Worship Centre in
Jalan Stampin on 19 December, 2024.

KUCHING — Over 2,000
participants gathered for a
powerful  joint  Christmas
prayer service at the Christian
Ecumenical Worship Centre in
Jalan Stampin on Thursday
(Dec 19), coming together to
celebrate the theme ‘Love that
Transforms Lives.’

Organised by the
Association  of  Churches
Sarawak (ACS), the event
highlighted the transformative
power of God’s love in
reshaping human lives, with
representatives from various
faiths, including Buddhism,
Hinduism,  Sikhism, and
Baha’i, joining in a show of
interfaith unity and harmony.

In a news report by
Sarawak Public Communication
Unit (UKAS), the Bishop of
the Anglican Church in
Sarawak and Brunei Rt Revd
Datuk Danald Jute, who led
the service, emphasised that
Christmas is not just a
celebration for Christians but a
universal message of love,
hope, and unity meant for all

of humanity.

He underscored that the
spirit of Christmas transcends
traditions, serving as a poignant
reminder of God’s love that
unites people of all backgrounds
and beliefs.

In his address, he stressed
that this season represents more
than just customs and rituals; it
is a reflection of the boundless
love of God that reaches out to
every individual, regardless of
faith.

The event featured a variety
of  meaningful activities,
including readings from sacred
texts in multiple languages,

reflecting the  multicultural
fabric of the community.

There were also musical
performances and a choir
presentation that uplifted the
spirit of the celebration.

The sermon was delivered
by SCAC Methodist Church
president Rev Dr Lau Hui Ming,

who spoke on the importance of

love and unity in the Christ-

centered celebration of
Christmas.
In attendance were

prominent figures such as Batu
Kitang assemblyman Dato Lo
Khere Chiang, the Roman
Catholic Archbishop of Kuching
Dato Simon Poh, and
representatives from various
church  associations  across
Kuching, who all came together
in the spirit of shared faith and

mutual respect. The event
served as a testament to
Sarawak’s  commitment to

fostering peace, understanding,
and collaboration among its
religious communities.

Dayak Daily

Danald (centre) flanked by Poh on his right together with others during
the prayer ceremony at Christian Ecumenical Worship Centre on
19 December, 2024. (Photo: UKAS)

‘Peace Be With You’ Christmas
Parade celebration lights up
Samarahan

Dancers performing on the stage outside Farley Supermarket in
Kota Samarahan.

KOTA SAMARAHAN —
The Sarawak Association of
Churches Samarahan Branch
(ACSSB), in collaboration with

the Methodist Church,
successfully hosted the
Christmas Parade and

Celebration themed ‘Peace Be
With You’ on the evening of 10
December 2024.

The event began at St
Francis’ Church Kota
Samarahan, passed through

residential areas, and concluded
at Farley Supermarket Kota
Samarahan.

“The Christmas Parade and
Celebration took place with
great fanfare. This is the first
Christmas parade event since
2018, and the public Christmas
celebration attracted many local
residents,” ACSSB said in a
statement today.

“The event was aimed to
convey the message of

Christmas joy and peace.
Approximately 700  church
members from various

denominations of the ACSSB
participated in the parade,” it
added.

Following the parade, the
Christmas celebration continued
on the stage outside Farley
Supermarket.

The celebration featured a
variety of  programmes,
including choir performances,
dance shows, and a blessed
draw, all presented by
different denominational
churches under the ACSSB.

The celebration attracted
about 800 spectators, creating
a strong festive atmosphere.

The preacher for the event,
Revd Steward Damat from the
Sarawak Iban  Annual
Conference Methodist Church,
shared a message about the
birth of Jesus Christ and how
his love is meant to transform
this generation.

The organisers stated that
this event was not only a
religious celebration but also
an opportunity for community
cohesion, showcasing the
spirit of multiculturalism and
religious harmony in the
Samarahan community.

The Borneo Post
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Sibu Diocese launches Jubilee Year 2025

Bishop Joseph Hii with Sibu priests at the launching of the
Jubilee Year of Hope 2025. (Photo: Sibu SOCCOM)

SIBU — On 1 January
2025, Wednesday 2.00 pm at
Sacred Heart Cathedral, on the
auspicious day of the
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy
Mother of God, Bishop Joseph
Hii of the Diocese of Sibu
launched the Jubilee Year
2025 with the theme,
“Pilgrims of Hope™.

In his opening remark, he
echoed Pope Francis’ message
for the World Day of Peace,
“forgive us our trespasses:

grant us your peace”,
reminding his people to
recognise that we are

“forgiven debtors”. We are
pilgrims of hope “rediscovering
the path of hope and peace in
Jesus Christ”.

In his homily, Bishop
Joseph Hii reminded the
people of God that all graces
have been given in Jesus
Christ.

Jubilee Year serves us a
reminder for pilgrims to
rediscover the treasure of all
that God has given to
humanity though His Church.

“Do not be obstacles to
others to receive this grace.”

He challenged his people,
“be a channel so that others
may receive the mercy of God
through you, for we are
forgiven debtors ourselves!”

Three pilgrimage centres
have been designated in the
Diocese of Sibu namely
Sacred Heart Chapel, Bawan
(1899), St Anthony’s Heritage

Centre, Sarikei (1940) and St
Teresa’s Oratory, Sibu (1960).

With him to celebrate the
launch of this Jubilee Year of
Hope were Vicar General Fr
Michael Lee, Chancellor Fr
Alphonsus Tang, Rector of
Sacred Heart Cathedral, Fr
Philip Hu, Rector of St Mary of
Divine Mercy, Fr Paul Chee,
Rector of Sts Peter and Paul,
Mukah, Fr Joseph Sebastian,
Rector of Church the Christ the
King, Fr Simon Lau, Assistant
Rector of St Francis Xavier,
Kanowit, Fr Ravi Pulagam,
Assistant Rector of St Anthony,
Sarikei, Fr Fabian Kong,
Assistant Rector of St Peter’s
College Seminary, Fr Paul Ling,
Assistant Rector of St Bernard’s
Church, Dalat, Fr Johanez Ling,
Assistant Rector of St Teresa, Fr
David Lau, Assistant Rector of
Sacred Heart Cathedral, Fr
Raphael and Rector of St
Francis Xavier, Kanowit, Fr
George Odero Omuto, and Fr
Olivier Lomboto.

In conjunction with the
launch, as the President of
Regional Episcopal Commissions
for Creation Justice, he also
launched its ninth year out of a
decade of Creation Justice with
the new theme “Year of Sister
Mother Earth and Holy Orders:
Stewardship of All Creation
(Culture of Care)”.

In his pastoral letter, he
reminded all that we cannot
“remain indifferent to the
negative impacts resulting from

our selfish lifestyles/wastefulness
especially towards the poor and
marginalised, as ‘God shows
Himself to be the one who hears
the cry of the poor, sees the
misery of His people, and cares
for those who are least and for
the oppressed (Exodus 3:7;
22:20-26).

“Only by contributing to the
restoration of God’s justice on
this earth and not closing our
ears to the cry of the poor can
we advance towards the goal of
peace and the dawn of a new and
better world.”

He further emphasised that
“We cannot exist without other
Creation for we are all
interconnected and interdependent
on each other, from the very air
that we breathe, water and all
living beings, the smallest star
in the galaxy to the smallest
microorganism in the soil.”

Representatives from various
parishes of the Diocese of Sibu
were present to receive the
promotional banners and books
for the diocese-wide campaign
to spread awareness of the
Jubilee Year of Hope and “Year
of Sister Mother Earth and Holy
Orders: Stewardship of All
Creation (Culture of Care)”.

He also gave thanks to all his
sons in the Presbyterium to
continue to serve humbly
toward the people of God. He
expounded that “true greatness
is found in humbly serving
others.” As scripture says, “to be
great is to be servant of all” (Mk
10:43-44, Mt 20:26).

“We must learn to put the
needs of others before our own,
and becoming a loving
neighbour to everyone including
the whole of Creation. Our
every word and gesture of
mercy becomes a reflection of
God’s love for them.”

The event saw rector Fr
Philip Hu leading the leaders of
Sacred Heart Cathedral, who
made pledges to make Sacred
Heart Cathedral an ecological
parish.

Sibu SOCCOM

Christmas Day at Chapel of
Mother Mary, Stutong

Christmas Day morning Mass at Chapel of Mother Mary, Stutong.
(Photo: Jude De’Rozario)

KUCHING — At the
Chapel of Mother Mary Stutong,
two Masses were celebrated
during Christmas Day (Morning
Mass and Evening Mass).

Christmas Day Morning
Mass at 9.00 am in combined
Bahasa Malaysia and English

was celebrated by Msgr
William Sabang, the Rector of
Chapel of Mother Mary,
Stutong.

Fr Martin Wong, celebrated
the Christmas Day Evening
Mass at 6.00 pm in English.

Jude De’Rozario

Christmas gift with visit to
foster unity

Archbishop Simon Poh showing the SIIC delegation the Library and
History Gallery at ACCPC, 19 December 2024.
(Photo: Today’s Catholic)

KUCHING — In a visit
aimed to foster goodwill and
strengthen interfaith relations, a
delegation from the Sarawak
Islamic  Information  Centre
(SIIC) paid a courtesy call on
Catholic Archbishop Dato Dr
Simon Poh at his office at

ACCPC on 19 December 2024.

Led by Acting Chief
Executive Officer Tazudin
Mohtar, the delegation
included officers from SIIC
and the Sarawak Islamic
Council (MIS). They also came
bearing festive gifts.

St Stephen’s 2024 Parish Sale

BAU — The St Stephen’s
Church compound came alive
with parishioners from the 49
churches who came in a show
of unity to this year’s Parish
Sale.

More than 2,000 people
visited the stalls lined up at the
car park transforming the
space into an instant vibrant
marketplace.

This year’s event with the
theme, “it is more blessed to
give than to receive”, marked
a milestone with the sale being
conducted on a grander scale.
For the first time it included a

Lucky winner (centre) of the
Grand Prize, a Perodua Bezza.
(Photo: Arnold Molujin)

live band that entertained the
crowd and lucky draws, offering
a Perodua Bezza as the grand
prize.

Each of the 49 churches had
diligently set up their stalls
selling  homemade  foods,
handicrafts, jungle produce,
artworks, barbeques and drinks.
There was even a photo booth.

The Catholic Nurses Guild
organised free health screening
and the Parish Youth Ministry
assisted with the promotional,
entertainment and sales of
essential goods.

Proceeds from this year’s

Parish Sale are to support
activities in 2025, Church
maintenance and  outreach

programmes for the community.

Nathan Achuk
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Nation Building: Christianity and Corruption Seminar

Christianity and Corruption Seminar participants with Fr Clarence Devadass (seated third
right). (Photos: CSTM)

KUCHING — “Why have we
become so numb to the evil in the world
today? We are afraid to oppose, we are
afraid to offend people. As people of
God, we have to speak out.” Such were
among the profound words spoken by
Fr Clarence Devadass during his recent
visit to Kuching for a seminar on Nation
Building: Christianity and Corruption.

The seminar was one of a series of
talks and seminars organised by the
Catholic Social Teaching Ministry
(CSTM), aimed at increasing public
awareness and being a platform for
promoting open discussion and

education on challenging social and
political issues from a Catholic
perspective.

A total of 58 participants joined the
seminar which was held in Blessed
Sacrament Church Hall at BSC Church,
including Fr Ramon Borja, SDB and Fr
Felix Au.

The opening prayer and remark were
done by Fr Leonard Yap as rector of BSC,
followed by a brief introduction to
Catholic Social Teaching by Simon Siah.
Fr Clarence conducted the seminar in
three parts, namely: Biblical Foundation,
Ethical Implications and Call for Action.

St Joseph Cathedral Parish’s
English RCIA Candidates Immerse
in Church Life and Mission

With Empowered Ministry during their Friday Youth Gathering. (Photo: Feni Diwvya)

KUCHING — The English RCIA
team at St Joseph’s Cathedral went
going the extra mile to ensure the 2024-
2025 batch of RCIA enquirers embark
on a truly transformative journey of
faith.

Over three weeks in November
2024 and beyond the usual catechesis,
the team partnered with several lay
ministries to give the candidates a
firsthand experience of the Church’s life
and mission.

In collaboration with the Legion of
Mary, Bread of Life Covenant
Community, and EMPOWERED
Ministry, the RCIA and Reception
candidates, along with participants
from the adult confirmation group, were
invited to attend meetings and prayer
gatherings hosted by these ministries.

Through these sessions, the

candidates experienced a variety of
prayer forms, from the devotional
practices of the Legion of Mary to the
charismatic prayer style and a glimpse of
family life ministry in action within the
Bread of Life Charismatic Covenant
Community. They also engaged in young
adults’ fellowship with EMPOWERED
Ministry.

The objective of this initiative was to
expose the candidates to the breadth of
ministry opportunities within the Church
and help them discern where they feel
called to serve. By immersing them in the
Church’s mission, the RCIA team guides
them to deepen their faith while fostering
a sense of belonging and purpose.

May this effort inspire all of us to live
out our call to serve in Christ’s mission!

Sarah Marimuthu-Lo

Fr Leonard Yap (centre) presents a token of
appreciation to Fr Clarence Devadass.
At left is Simon Siah.

He started off by highlighting the
various forms of moral degradation in
society as well as the economic
imbalance in the world today, with
examples from the Bible to support the
ongoing injustices and remind us of
God’s plans for humanity.

He then went further in-depth about
the ‘corrosion of truth’ brought about by
corruption and how it ties to freedom.
“We live in an era where moral (ethical)
relativism—the idea that moral principles
have no objective standards—penetrate
our society. The corrosion of truth
brought about by corruption impacts the

culture of truth that Christians are
called to promote.”

“Since corruption contradicts the
Bible and fractures the harmony,
stability and solidarity in a human
society, Christians have a moral
obligation to fight against all forms of
corruption, whatever the cost.”

There was barely enough time for
the Q&A Session as there were so many
issues and thoughts brought forth by the
members of the audience. To conclude,
Fr Clarence called everyone to build on
three virtues that help overcome
greed—integrity, temperance and
justice.

In the call to action, he stressed
three main points which were the call to
conversion, the voice against evil, and
character education for change.
Everyone walked away from the
seminar feeling inspired and motivated
to become a more responsible and
mature Christian.

The Catholic Social Teaching
Ministry acknowledges and appreciates
all who have contributed generously
towards the success of this event be it
through time, talent or finances and we
sincerely hope that more will continue
to show support for this ministry so we
can keep bringing truth to all who seek
it.

Eva Simrenjit Kaur

Strength in Unity: Elevation
Fitness Studio Spartan team at
Mt Hosanna Chapel

SRI AMAN — On Saturday 30
November 2024, in an inspiring show of
teamwork and community spirit, the
Spartan team from Elevation Fitness
Studio comprising approximately 12
individuals and led by Arthur of Sacred
Heart Church, Kuching, dedicated their
day to assisting construction efforts at Mt
Hosanna Chapel. The team tackled the
challenging terrain with determination,
transporting sand, cement, and bricks to
aid the ongoing development of this
cherished spiritual retreat and pilgrimage
site.

Arthur, the team leader, shared the
group’s motivation: “It was a privilege to
contribute to such a meaningful project.
Our Spartan team believes in giving back
to the community and using our strength
and unity to make a positive impact.”

The committee team at Mt Hosanna
extended their heartfelt gratitude to the
volunteers, acknowledging how the
Spartan team’s unwavering commitment
significantly lightened their workload
and uplifted their spirits.

The Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish
deeply appreciates Elevation Fitness
Studio Spartan team’s selfless service and
invaluable contribution, as a sign of love
and mercy through the light of their
words and works. Their actions reflected
the strength of wunity and the
transformative power of community
collaboration. May their inspiring efforts

Spartan team from Elevation Fitness
Studio poses proudly in front of Mt
Hosanna Chapel after a successful day of
volunteer work on 30 November 2024.

Dedicated volunteers transporting sand
and cement to the front of Mt Hosanna
Chapel.
motivate others to support meaningful

causes.
Vanessa Imelda Anak Marshal
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Archbishop Simon Poh launches Jubilee 2025 for
Archdiocese of Kuching

KUCHING —  Pope
Francis chose the Solemnity of
the Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph on 29
December 2024 for all bishops
throughout  the  Catholic
dioceses in the world to launch
the Jubilee Year 2025 with the
theme: Pilgrims of Hope.

To inaugurate the Opening
of the Jubilee Year of Hope in
the Archdiocese of Kuching,
Archbishop Simon Poh began
with praise and prayer,
followed by rites for the
Jubilee Year at the entrance of
St Joseph’s Cathedral, before
the celebration of the English
Mass.

The Gospel Reading from
John preceded the reading of
an extract from the Bull of
Indiction for the Jubilee Year.

Archbishop Simon then
proceeded to the Holy Door
with the Jubilee Cross to affix
it at the entrance of the Door,

Archbishop Simon Poh places the Jubilee Cross at the entrance of the
Holy Door with a prayer, St Joseph’s Cathedral, Kuching,
29 December 2024. (Photo: Danison Manium)

marking the launch of Jubilee
2025 for the Archdiocese of

Kuching.
The procession entered the
Church singing ‘Hark! The

Herald Angels Sing’ for the
celebration of Sunday Holy
Mass, presided by Archbishop
Simon Poh and concelebrated
by Fr Galvin Ngumbang and Fr

Davie Entalai.

Pilgrims of Hope

Pope Francis opened the
Holy Door of St Peter’s Basilica
in Rome before Mass on
Christmas  Eve,  officially
launching the Jubilee Year 2025.

The opening of the Jubilee
Year on 29 December in the

Archdiocese of Kuching was in
solidarity with the Pope and the
whole Church. “Together we
join the Holy Father to enter this
Jubilee Year as pilgrims of
hope,” said Archbishop Simon
Poh. This is “a time of blessing,
a time of grace, a time of
reconciliation and healing,” he
added, as in accordance with the
Scripture readings for the Mass.

The prelate said the Door to
the new St Peter’s Church in
Padungan opened on Christmas
Eve, alluding that to an
invitation to “enter the door to
encounter our loving God.” He
referred to Pope Francis’
explanation of the Holy Door as
“Jesus, the door of salvation that
is always open to all... Jesus is
the door of peace,” and Pope
Francis invites us to become
“pilgrims of hope”.

Pilgrimage Centres
In inviting the congregation

to begin the Jubilee Year 2025
with “hope” and as a family of
“pilgrims of hope”, Archbishop
Simon confirmed that five sites
in the Archdiocese of Kuching
have been designated as
pilgrimage centres for the
Jubilee Year.

They are:
1.St Joseph’s Cathedral, Kuching.
2.St Peter’s Church, Padungan.
3.Catholic Memorial Pilgrimage
Centre, Mt Singai, Bau.
4.Gethsemane Pilgrimage Centre,
Bunan.
5.Mt Hosanna Chapel, Sri Aman.
The celebration of Sunday
Mass for the Holy Family of
Nazareth included the Jubilee
Prayer and concluded with a
final blessing from Archbishop
Simon Poh with a reminder
that the Jubilee 2025 has
begun.

Ivy Chai

A Glowing Night of Carols
at St Ann’s Church

Choir performance by Sunset Group Choir. (Photo: St Ann Media,
Micklong Studio)

KOTA PADAWAN — The
spirit of Christmas came alive
on the evening of 22
December 2024, as St Ann’s
Church hosted its annual
“Christmas Carol by
Candlelight” celebration. The
event, held at the church’s
open-air grounds (Piazza of

Mother ~ Mary),  attracted
hundreds of parishioners and
visitors  from the local

community, creating a warm
and festive atmosphere.

The celebration began at
7.30 pm with an opening
prayer led by the newly
appointed  assistant  priest,
Friar Nelson Evarinus, OFM,
while the rector, Friar Don
Don Romero Ramerez, OFM,
welcomed attendees  with
heartfelt words. He
emphasised the importance of
unity, peace, and joy during
the Christmas season.
“Tonight, we gather not just to
sing carols but to reflect on the
light of hope in Christ that

shines in our lives and in the
world, especially with this
beautiful weather. He has
answered our prayers,” he said.
In his speech, he posed the
question, “am I open to God?”
and reminded everyone that
“even when life is full of
challenges, God never leaves us.
He sent His child so we may live
in peace and love.”

Following the opening
speech, a stunning fireworks
display officially inaugurated
the carol night ceremony. The
evening’s programme featured
performances by nine church
choirs from various zone
chapels, youth groups, and the
children’s ministry. Traditional
carols such as “O Come, All Ye
Faithful” and “O Holy Night”
resonated beautifully in the
candlelit setting, evoking a
sense of wonder and reverence.
Contemporary Christmas songs
added a modern touch,
delighting younger audience
members.

One of the highlights of the
evening was a re-enactment of
the Nativity scene by the
children’s ministry. The young
performers, dressed as angels,
shepherds, and the Holy Family,
captivated the audience with
their heartfelt portrayal of the
story of Christ’s birth.

As the evening progressed,
attendees joined in a communal
carolling  session,  holding
candles that illuminated the
night with a soft, flickering
glow. This symbolic act of
lighting candles served as a
reminder of the light of Christ
dispelling darkness and bringing
hope to the world.

The celebration concluded
with a blessing by Friar Don
Don Romero Ramerez, OFM,
and the singing of “Joy to the
World” filled the air with
jubilant voices and a renewed
sense of community. Many
attendees stayed afterward to
share fellowship over light
refreshments provided by the
church.

The “Christmas Carol by
Candlelight” event has long
been a cherished tradition at St
Ann’s Church, fostering a sense
of togetherness and spiritual
renewal. This year’s celebration
was particularly meaningful,
marking the first Christmas
celebrated on the open-air
grounds.

As the candles dimmed and
the crowd dispersed, the joy and
peace of the evening lingered in
the hearts of all who attended,
reminding them of the true

meaning of Christmas. May
God bless everyone. Merry
Christmas!

St Ann’s Parish

ACS Christmas High Tea 2024

ACS committee with Head of State and other dignitaries and invited
guests at the Christmas High Tea 2024, CEWC.

KUCHING — In a spirit of
unity and  harmony, the
Association of Churches in
Sarawak (ACS) organised a
Christmas High Tea on 21
December at the Christian
Ecumenical Worship Centre
(CEWCQ). It was graced by Head
of State Tun Pehin Sri Dr Wan
Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar and his
wife Toh Puan Datuk Patinggi
Fauziah Mohd Sanusi.

ACS Chairman, Anglican

Bishop of Kuching Datuk
Daniel Jute said politicians
play an important role as
builders of unity for a more
united Malaysia, and called for
continuous peace and harmony
in the state.

Tun Pehin Wan Junaidi and
Toh Puan Fauziah also
presented Christmas gifts to
residents from the Salvation
Army and Sarawak Society for
the Blind.

A Nativity scene by the Children’s Ministry.
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Pope opens Holy Door at a prison for first time ever

VATICAN CITY — “I wanted the
second Holy Door I open to be here at a
prison,” Pope Francis explained. For
the 2025 Jubilee of Hope, the first Door
to be opened was the Holy Door of St.
Peter’s Basilica on 24 December 2024,
then, for the first-time ever, the Pope
opened the Holy Door at a prison.

Arriving at the Rebibbia New
Complex Prison in Rome, the Pope
spoke about the importance of opening
the Door there. In front of the prison’s
chapel, the Church of Our Father, he
explained that he wanted everyone to
“have the opportunity to fling open the
doors to their hearts and to understand
that hope never disappoints.”

Open doors, open hearts

After walking through the Holy
Door himself, the Pope presided over
Mass in the church. In his homily, Pope
Francis reflected on the historic reason
for his visit, describing it as “a beautiful
gesture of opening.” But more than
simply opening doors, the Pope

encouraged the prisoners present, to open
their hearts. Brotherhood, he said, is
“open hearts.”

The Pope warned against closed,
hardened hearts, which keep us from
living. He explained that the Jubilee
gives us the grace to “fling open” our
hearts to hope. Even in the most difficult
and challenging times, he reassured, hope
does not disappoint.

Bible Society Malaysia launches
three local bibles

Hope is an anchor

Pope Francis likened hope to an
anchor on the shore, tied securely with
rope. “Sometimes, the rope is hard,” he
continued, “and it hurts our hands.” Yet
even in these moments, the anchor of
hope keeps us moving forward, because,
he said, there is always something ahead
of us.

Don’t leave it half-closed

“When one’s heart is closed, it
becomes hard like stone; it forgets
tenderness,” the Pope cautioned,
expressing this is why it is necessary to

keep the doors of our hearts open, even
in the most difficult situations. He
challenged the prisoners present to be
open to hope, encouraging them as he
said, “everyone knows how to do it.”
Pope Francis also explained that
everyone knows if their heart is closed
or half-closed, and concluded by
reminding those present that the Holy
Door he opened is “a sign of the door of
our heart.”

Pope Francis asked for their prayers,
telling the group that he truly prays for
them, and that it is “not just a figure of
speech.”

Offering of gifts

At the end of the Mass, some of the
prisoners and guards presented the
Pope with gifts, including a miniature
reproduction of the Holy Door and a
basket containing oil, cookies, and
ceramics.

The Prison Administration gave
Pope Francis a painting of Christ as the
Savior created by a former prison
officer, artist Elio Lucente. The Pope, in
turn, gave the prison a parchment
commemorating the event.

Vatican News

(Left) Rev Mathew Punnoose, General Secretary and (Right) Rt Rev Datuk Ng Moon
Hing, President of the Bible Society Malaysia showing the three bibles launched.
(Photo: Richard Chia)

SELANGOR — On 30 November
2024, the Bible Society Malaysia
(BSM) launched the Alkitab Kudus
Malaysia (BM Formal), Alkitab Berita
Baik (Edisi Studi) and the Iban Study
Bible (Trial Edition), during its 40th
anniversary celebration held in PJ
Evangelical Free Church, Petaling Jaya.

The event was attended by more
than 100 persons invited from many
churches in Malaysia, including the
Catholic Church and representatives
from the Bible Society of Indonesia.

BSM embarked on the Alkitab
Kudus Malaysia translation in the year
2011, to meet a long-standing demand
from the BM-speaking churches. It is a
formal translation of the bible closer to
the original text, and will be mainly
used for scholarly research, study and
preaching purposes.

The Alkitab Berita Baik study bible
took almost 20 years to complete. This
bible was the result of the demand from
the BM-speaking churches for a good
study bible in Malaysia. The Iban Study
Bible (Trial Edition) was also in the
pipeline since the year 2015, to serve
the Iban community in Sarawak and
elsewhere in Malaysia.

At the launching, Ms Tan Hwee
Yong, one of the translators, read out

several verses from different parts of the
Alkitab Kudus Malaysia. A token of
appreciation was also given to Rev Dr
Anwar Tjen and Rev Dr Daniel See, who
were the translation consultants for the
Alkitab Kudus Malaysia and Alkitab
Berita Baik (Edisi Studi) respectively.

Rev Mathew Punnoose, the General
Secretary for BSM, gave a brief sharing
of the history and achievements of BSM,
beginning from the founding years of
Bible Society in Wales, United Kingdom
in the year 1804, until the formation of
the Malaysian chapter in 1984.

He highlighted an impressive list of
local bibles translated and published in
Malaysia in the last 30 years, and the
many new ongoing language projects that
are underway.

In his presentation, Rev Mathew
highlighted many challenges faced by
BSM in its past 30 years, especially in
Semenanjung  Malaysia. He also
mentioned the lack of sufficient
warehouse space to facilitate inventory
and logistics management of its locally
printed bibles.

In conjunction with its 40th
anniversary, BSM also launched its
building fund to buy a larger warehouse
space in Selangor.

Richard Chia

Pope’s January prayer intention:
‘for the right to an education’

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis’
monthly prayer intention this January is
for “the right to an education.”

The Pope invited the Church to pray
for this intention in this month’s The
Pope Video, which is entrusted to the
entire Catholic Church through the
Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network.

In The Pope Video for January, the
Holy Father warned that today, “we’re
experiencing an educational catastrophe,”
and  underscores, “this 1S no
exaggeration.”

250 million without

Due to wars, migration, and poverty,
the Holy Father decried, some 250
million boys and girls lack education.

“All children and youth have the right
to go to school,” the Pope insisted,
adding, “regardless of their immigration
status.”

Education, he went on to say, is a
hope for everyone. In addition, he
reminded, “it can save migrants and
refugees from discrimination, criminal
networks, and exploitation.”

Tool for integration

“So many minors,” he decried, “are
exploited!”

Education, therefore, is essential, the
Holy Father suggested, because it “can
help them integrate into the communities
who host them.”

A better future

Education, the Pope underscored,
opens the doors to a better future. “In this
way,” he explained, “migrants and
refugees can contribute to society, either
in their new country or in their country of
origin, should they decide to return.”

The Holy Father concluded his
Video with some food for thought,
saying, “let’s never forget that whoever
welcomes the foreigner, welcomes
Jesus Christ.”

With this in mind, Pope Francis
urged faithful to join him in praying for
migrants, refugees and those affected
by war, “that their right to an education,
which is necessary to build a more

human world, might always be
respected.”
The Pope Video

The Pope Video is an official global
initiative ~ with  the purpose of

disseminating the Holy Father’s
monthly prayer intentions. It is carried
out by the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer
Network (Apostleship of Prayer). Since
2016, The Pope Video has had more
than 203 million views across all the
Vatican’s social networks and is
translated into more than 23 languages,
receiving press coverage in 114
countries.

The videos are produced and
created by The Pope Video Prayer
Network team, coordinated by Andrea
Sarubbi, and distributed by La Machi
Communication for Good Causes. The
project is sponsored by Vatican Media.

The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer
Network is a Vatican foundation, with
the mission of mobilizing Catholics
through prayer and action in response
to the challenges facing humanity and
the mission of the Church. These
challenges are presented in the form of
prayer intentions entrusted by the Pope
to the entire Church.

Vatican News
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YEAR OF THE SNAKE

by Fr Stephen Chin

29 January 2025

Snake! Some shudder at the mention of the word
‘snake’ or just from seeing it. Others revel in eating
snake meat; the gall mixed with wine is considered to
be of great medicinal value. Snake meat is good for the
human skin that is plagued with skin diseases, so they
say.

Strange but true

I still remember some of my college mates from
Thailand in the major seminary in Penang describing
the way the snake meat was cooked! They relished it.
Saliva seemed to flow out from their mouths, I
observed. They said that the more poisonous the snake,
the sweeter it is. We caught a cobra at the grounds but
we had no time in the evening to cook it to try it out.
They said that after you have slain it, cut off its head
and finely chop the snake including the bones to make
curry out of it, it is very delicious. It’s a delicacy! Do
you believe that?

You may take that with a grain of salt. However,
different people have different tastes! Many people in
the East enjoy themselves with a bowl of snake meat
that could be prepared in so many ways with medicinal
herbs and wines! I have seen a lot of this throughout
Taiwan. Of course, in Hong Kong it is also common!
You can find it also delicately prepared in Malaysia
and many love to taste this delicacy.

Snake as a symbol in Chinese tradition

Snake is a symbol of evil in many human traditions.
It is also true in the Chinese tradition. The Chinese
consider the snake in different aspects of the snake’s
qualities and capabilities towards good and evil.

The snake is considered by the Chinese as the
manifestation of elves, fairies and demons of all sorts.
The snake is also considered to be cunning, swift in
catching its prey, unflinchingly getting what it wants
with a careful and set purpose—a determination that
wins the admiration of all. It sneaks along quietly,
stealthily and takes one by surprise. The victim finds
out too late and seldom gets off from its wild clutches
and succumbs to it. One hates a snake and considers it
to be an enemy.

Yet there is at the same time, admiration, awe and
veneration rendered to the snake because of its
closeness and resemblance to the wonderful and
auspicious dragon, serpentine in form but terribly
active, powerful and virile. It is said that buying a
snake from captivity and giving it freedom is a good
and benevolent deed that will never go unrewarded.

It is said that buying a
snake from captivity and
giving it freedom is a good
and benevolent deed that
will never go unrewarded.

This snake is one of the symbolic creatures
corresponding to the sixth of the 12 Terrestrial
Branches. It comes after the dragon. This year of 2025
is the year of the Snake.

The snake in symbolical form in our Biblical

Tradition is considered to be the embodiment of evil and
is equated to the devil or Satan. In the Book of Genesis,
the devil in the form of a serpent or snake tempted Adam
and Eve and caused them to fall from grace by
disobeying God’s Commandment. The devil is indeed
very cunning. The snake is also very cunning. Therefore,
they are more or less equated and the snake symbolises
the devil and all his wiles and cunning behaviour. Hence,
the devil ought to be hated and ostracised from us; we
must, in short, turn away from the devil and cling on to
God who is all-wise and able to protect us from the evil
one.

The bronze serpent

Yet in the Bible, the raised bronze serpent in the
Book of Numbers saved those who looked up to it in
repentance. Those who rejected God were bitten by the
poisonous snakes; some died; while those who
repentantly looked up at the raised bronze serpent lived!
Here we are attracted by that great and most powerful
event of Jesus being raised on the Cross on the day of
His Crucifixion. Those who look up to Him and accept
Him, will live and be saved! Isn’t this a wonderful
comparison?

Love your enemies, do good to them

On the Cross, Jesus prayed for His enemies. The
Chinese say that to buy a ‘snake’ from captivity and
releasing it is a good deed that will never go unrewarded.
This is another aspect of the snake symbolising not the
devil itself but an enemy. I cannot help but think of Jesus
praying and forgiving His enemies and telling us to do
the same. “Love your enemies. Do good to those who
hate and persecute you. Give them food and drink in
their needs.” Yes, return good for evil. Isn’t it true that
we will not go unrewarded by doing good to our
enemies? Isn’t the Chinese tradition and belief right in
saying that by buying a snake out of captivity and
releasing it is a good deed and that it will always be
rewarded!

Swiftness of the Snake in catching its prey

The determination of the snake to catch its prey with
swiftness and cunningness is something for us to
mediate and imitate in attaining our goal in life. Take the
swiftness of the snake for example! We must
have that swiftness to catch the
opportunity while it is there;
swiftness in understanding God’s
Holy Word and Will in all
situations with the help of the
Holy Spirit. We must have the
swiftness to see danger and
avoid it in time. We must have
the swiftness in doing good.
When there is light, work; when
darkness comes, you can work no
more!

Cunning is another example

The devil is cunning. We must be as cunning as the
serpent. We must be even more cunning than the serpent
to see the evil at once and overcome it with the wisdom
of God by taking the necessary steps to do so through
assiduous prayer and constant recourse to God in faith
and action. Yes, be swift and cunning in detecting the
devil’s wiles and temptations and seek aid from God and
His Divine Protection. Yes, we must be more intelligent

than the devil in listening to the Word of God and to act
upon it.

We must be like a cunning businessman, be swift in
making abundant profit in the things of heaven and
earn an eternal reward. A year is filled with so many
opportunities. Grab them as they come along, catch
them and turn them into mass profits by being
industrious and hardworking in fulfilling God’s
commands of love and service to God and our
neighbours, especially our enemies. Yes, love your
enemies! Do good to them! Look to Christ on the Cross
symbolised by the bronze serpent that saved those who
looked up to it. Be truly wise in the things of God!
Swift must we be and swiftly will we amass abundant
profits that neither rust nor moth can consume.

This year of the Snake gives us many good and
wise ideas that could be of benefit to us in avoiding evil
and nipping its ugly head at the bud, while positively
and swiftly doing good to bear abundant fruits that will
last forever! When you see a snake, see it as a creature
of God with many fine qualities. True, at first it looks
ugly and evil yet beautiful and good. Avoid the evils
symbolised by the snake, admire and strive to attain the
good qualities it possesses and win an eternal reward.
May this year of the Snake bring you to live and serve
your neighbours especially your enemies with the
greatest heavenly profits most satisfying to you and to
God as well. (Have a snake soup if you like but don’t
do so if you abhor it so that it will not wriggle and
chum in your stomach!)

Yes, love your enemies! Do
good to them! Look to
Christ on the Cross
symbolised by the bronze
serpent that saved those
who looked up to it.

Photo: freepik.com
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A feature on Sunday’s

Mass readings:

19 January 2025 - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C
(Isaiah 62:1-5; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; John 2:1-11)

by Fr Francis Lim, SJ

For the greater glory of God

The Sign of God’s Abundance

so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing

having faith in him, we may have life, and this life is to the full.
In the original Greek, the word for sign used here is sémeion, which can be
translated as miraculous sign. They are not just random miracles, but they are

for miracle is dunamis, which is an act of power. Therefore, we can see the difference
employed here by John between sémeion and dunamis.

At the end of today’s Gospel passage, John declares, “This was the first of the
signs given by Jesus: it was given at Cana in Galilee. He let his glory be seen, and his
disciples believed in him.” (Jn 2:11) What is the point that John is trying to tell us

At the end of the Gospel of John, he writes, “Now Jesus did many other signs in
the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written

you may have life in his name.” (Jn 20:30-31) All in all, John presents to us seven
signs so that we, the readers of his Gospel, can believe that Jesus is the Christ and

miracles with a deep significance. They point to something, that is, these signs point
to Jesus as the much-awaited One sent by the Father. The Greek word generally used

with the sign of the changing of the water into wine? Is he aiming that Jesus’ first
miracle in producing more than enough good wine is to get a crowd of people drunk?
Many times, I have heard Catholics using this story as justification for us to enjoy
more alcohol at social events!

Well, one thing is sure; Jesus is very human and He wants to share in human
celebrations, especially a wedding. He is invited together with His disciples to a
happy celebration of love between a man and a woman and their families, and His
mother is there too.

He cares for the embarrassment of the hosts when they run out of wine. The
wedding party may have grown in size by the attendance of Jesus and His disciples
because of His reputation. Jesus would therefore be responsible for them as their
guest, and thus resulting in the shortfall in party supplies.

Even though initially Jesus may have answered His mother quite blankly, He
listens to her request, “they have no wine.” Mary also informs the servants to “do
whatever He tells you.” In a way, Mary pushes Jesus into His first sign. Mary
intercedes for us before her Son.

The six stone ablution jars are for purification purposes which are religious rules.
By using them, Jesus turns a tool for fulfilling an obligation under purity law into a
gift of God’s blessing and reason for celebration. Each jar can contain between 20 to
30 gallons of water. So their total is the equivalent of about 600 bottles of wine today,
which is a huge amount for a wedding! This is the notion of plenitude of God’s
blessings. God is a God of abundance who gives with overflowing amount.

Turning water into wine is not just a trick displaying Jesus’ miraculous ability.
Wine is a symbol for blessing. Dozens of times in the Old Testament, the prophets
use the metaphor of a wedding to describe the relationship between God and the
people. To have the wine running out would be saying that the relationship has run
out of blessing.

All in all, the first sign of Jesus points to many aspects that involve active
participation of God in people’s lives, and that God is generous and blesses all with
plenty. The sign points to Jesus as the anticipated Messiah. At the same time, Mother
Mary is also engaged as a powerful intercessor.
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SELAMAT TAHUN BARU 2029!

HELLO KIDS!

HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE! HAVE YOU DECIDED ON
YOUR NEW YEARS RESOLUTION?

WE WISH YOU PEACE AND JOY IN YOUR HEARTS.
MAY JESUS SHOWER YOU WITH HIS LOVE EVERYDAY!

LOVE,
JOYSOME SIBLINGS

PEMBAPTISAN TUHAN

HARI UNTUK MEMPERINGATI PEMBAPTISAN YESUS
DI SUNGAI YORDAN OLEH YOHANES PEMBAPTIS.
GABUNGKAN TITIK DI BAWAH DAN WARNAKAN
IMEJ TERSEBUT.

THE 3 WISE MEN

A short story taken from Matthew 2: 7-11
Clue: use the keys given to complete this story.

Then Herod called the wise men and learnt from

them exactly what time the appeared.
And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and
search out exactly concerning the young child; and
when ye have found him, bring me word, that I also
may come and him. And they,
having heard the king, went their way and, lo, the

star, which they saw in the , went before
them, fill it came and stood over where the young

child was. And when they saw the star, they rejoiced
Salam Maria, penuh
Tuhan sertamu,

engkau di antara wanita house and saw the young child with Mary, his Mother.
dan terpujilah buah tubuhmu

with exceeding great . They went into the

They fell down and worshipped him, then opeming

Santa Maria s
kami yang berdosa ini their treasures, they offered unto him
sekarang dan kami mati,

Amin. of gold and frankincense and myrrh.
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In loving memory of our beloved

STIAN @ JOHN SEBASTIAN GUDANG
(29 May 1951 - 4 January 2014)

Remembering you, 11 years have passed on 4 January 2025,
for the Heavenly Father loves you more.

In ever-loving memory of our dearest departed

“If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether
we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived
again so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.” (Romans 14:8-9)

Deeply missed and always remembered by
Wife: Mdm Rosaline Kamen ak Dulis ~ Grandchildren: Nathan Alan Henry,

Children: Jenifer Stian, Nadiv Adan H .
Henry Stian God-son/ Foster 20:,:/ Daavl’; Szrt])gstian Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, SYLVESTER AUSTIN AK MINJAP
Caroline Stian Santang, and let ””pe“;zfnl"ght shine upon who was called home by our Lord on 8 January 2022

Daughter-in-law: Valerie Jessica Lim  And all relatives and friends.

May his soul rest in peace. Amen.

Happy are those who die in the Lord!
...They can rest forever from their work. (RV 14:13)

9TH ANNIVERSARY 22ND ANNIVERSARY T * You are forever in our hearts. Deeply missed and fondly
In loving memory of L]'fe passes SO remembered by all your loved ones.
quickly that we

ought to think of

how to die than

how to live” In ever-loving memory of our dearest departed

PETERLIGAM  MARTHA LIGAM ~ St Teresa of Avila
whom the Lord called to rest ~ whom the Lord called to rest
on 8 January 2016 on 13 June 2003

“I am the resurrection and the life, He who believes in me, even if
he dies, will live.” (Jn 11:25)

Dearly missed by beloved family.

3RD ANNIVERSARY
In loving memory of ROLAND LATED

who was called home by our Lord on 5 January 2019

IR DOMANIC @ DONIK ANAK DOMBA

“I am the resurrection and the life, He who believes in me,

(5 April 1959 - 2 January 2022) even if he dies, will live.” (Jn 11:25)
In memory of a great man and a visionary, COU NSELL'NG You are forever in our hearts. Deeply missed and fondly
who will forever live in the hearts and HOTLINES remembered by all your loved ones.
minds of the countless well-wishers
and friends. May God grant you eternal
peace in heaven. Calling Youths and
From Management and Staff of SIES ENGINEERS SDN BHD Couples Requiring
Support

TELEPHONE &
[Fepe Frencls’ Preyer Itentions E-COUNSELLING
ﬁa]: dEIﬂ[E]M SERVICES, CALL OR
WHATSAPP

Office Tel: 082-258046

For the right to Kimberly 018-3539799
an education Nelly 018-2529899
Let us pray for migrants, Monday-Friday:
refugees and those 8.00 am — 12.00 noon &
affected by war, that their 2.00 pm — 5.00 pm
right to an education, Saturday:
which is necessary to 8.00 am — 12.00 noon
build a better world, .
might always be Email:
respected. sjckeh.counsellor
@gmail.com ST JOSEPH’S CATHEDRAL PARISH

ST CLARE & ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI LIBRARY
& HISTORY GALLERY
Location: 1 Floor, ACCPC Kuching | Tel: 082-420802

Today’s Catholic Digital Subscriptions Service

We have launched Digital Subscriptions! Get the Ilatest Are you a
. . . . bookworm? Or do
Archdiocesan and other news delivered directly to your mailbox SRR .
and mobile phone. The best part is... it is absolutely FREE! C Sheuton
. . . Come over and
Sign up here (Google Form): bit.ly/tc_subscribe find ot yousel
(Type the link above into your web browser’s address bar to ER o
access the form) Library & History
Gailllery, locatec!
at 1+ Floor,
If you encounter a problem, kindly drop us a WhatsApp message at AMECPE.

011-10730729 (TC Mobile), email at todaycat@gmail.com, or

obtaln, the link directly from our Facebook (fb.com/todaycat or Mon - Fri 8.00 am - 12.00 pm Sundays,
Today’s Catholic (Sarawak)). 2.00 pm - 5.00 pm Public Holidays
Saturdays 8.30 am - 12.00 pm Obligation
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“VESPERSss”...

An Evening Prayer of Hope
with Singing and Sharing

‘Music Game' by St Stephen's Bau Youth.

KUCHING — Holy Trinity Church,
Kenyalang came alive on 30 November
2024 with an Advent and Christmas-
themed evening prayer and celebration.

This special gathering was inspired by
the Church’s sacred and solemn tradition
of evening prayer, known as Vespers
(from the Latin word “vesperi”, meaning
evening), a part of the Liturgy of the
Hours.

Imbued with the desire to spread
“hope” (“spe” in Latin) through singing
and sharing, the event themed around
Psalm 89:1: “I will sing the Lord’s great

love forever; | will speak of His
faithfulness to everyone.” Young Catholics
from different places met up and enjoyed
the night with Jesus—the reason for the
season.

The evening began with  the
celebration of Sunset Mass. After a short
break, the youths gathered to pray
Vespers, accompanied by some reflections
on Advent. The evening then transitioned
intfo a time of singing and sharing, with a
live acoustic performance by St Peter’s
College seminarians, and youths from St
Stephen’s Bau further enlivened the

gathering with their special ‘Music Game’.

Interwoven between those musical
segments were inspiring faith testimonies
given by Aaron Wong, Eva Simrenijit Kaur
and Brother Their
sharings highlighted Advent as a season
of HOPE, with God’s love as its foundation.

They also highlighted the role of Jesus

Joseph Uvarajah.

as the assurance of eternal joy and peace
and source of our hope, inviting everyone
to be “home” to others for us to share
hope. How? By providing love, comfort
and light, especially to those in darkness,
as an embodiment of Christ’s presence.
The blend of singing and sharing that
evening created an intimate atmosphere
of community and connection.
Young people from various youth
groups such as SEEKERS, Holy Trinity
Church  Youth, Alumni of  Kuching
Archdiocese Youth Apostolate (AKAYA)

and Kuching Campus Ministry (KCM)

prepared food and drinks for all to
enjoy. They offered chicken rice, hot
dogs, fries, pastries as well as
Christmas-themed

enhance the evening.

chocolate drinks to

There were also merchandise stalls
run by the Kuching Archdiocesan Youth
Commission (KAYC) and St Mark’s
Church Youth which offered unique items
such as 3D printed rosary cards and
‘emotion treasure boxes’ filled with the
that
reassurance in times of need.

scripture passages give
The evening concluded with rector of
Church, Fr

Maglasang, SDB giving a message and

Holy  Trinity Eugene
imparting to everyone God'’s blessing.
With smiles from everyone, the evening
ended with the resounding message of
the night—that faith and fellowship are
powerful tools for inspiring hope.

Christine Cyrill

Food stall by AKAYA and KCM

Ignite the Spirit of Advent: A Vibrant Youth Mass

at OLQP Sri Aman

The youths gather with Fr Henry Jimbey for a memorable group photo, celebrating their journey
of faith and community. (Photo: Peter Tan)

SRI AMAN — On the morning of 8
December 2024, Our Lady Queen of
Peace (OLQP) Church, Sri Aman was
filled with youthful energy and spiritual
devotion as the parish community
gathered for its first-ever Youth Mass.

Celebrated by Fr Henry Jimbey, the
event marked the Second Sunday of
Advent and highlighted

participation of

the active

young
members in strengthening their faith and

the parish’s

community spirit.

The day began with a Rosary prayer
at 7.30 am, creating a reflective and
prayerful atmosphere as the youth arrived
and registered for the event. By 8.00 am,
the Holy Mass began, with the young
attendees taking an active role in leading
various parts of the liturgy, imbuing the
celebration with their distinctive vibrancy.
Fr Henry’s homily encouraged the youth to
embrace their faith journey with courage
and dedication, drawing on the Advent
themes of peace and preparation for

Christ’s coming.

A notable feature of the Mass was the
File and Souvenir Exchange Ceremony,
and  collaboration

symbolising  unity

among the youth. Further adding to the

occasion, appreciation plaques were
presented to Cikgu Antonious Anak
Remon, Cikgu Azlin Wetty and Cikgu

Natalie in recognition of their invaluable
contributions and leadership within the
Youth Ministry.

Their steadfast dedication has played
a crucial role in fostering the spiritual and
communal growth of the parish’s youth.
Maria Amella, the representative from the
Kuching Archdiocesan Youth Commission
(KAYC), also participated in the event,
adding a to the
celebration.

regional dimension

The Youth Mass was held as a gesture
of thanksgiving and appreciation to the
outgoing office bearers of the Parish Youth
Ministry (PYM) for their dedicated service.
It also served as a kick-start for the next
session of PYM, inspiring the new office
bearers and members to continue the

mission of serving God and the
community.

Following the Mass, the congregation
participated in a lively fellowship

session, featuring refreshments and
warm camaraderie. The Youth Sale,
organised by the Youth Ministry,
displayed an array of items

purchase, with proceeds allocated to

for

supporting Church activities and youth
programmes. This initiative showcased
the creativity and resourcefulness of the
youth while underlining their commitment
to the wider mission of the parish.

The Youth Mass at OLQP Sri Aman
was more than an event; it was a
celebration of the energy, dedication,
and faith of the parish’'s young
members. As Advent progressed, their
efforts served as an inspiring reminder
to prepare our hearts and communities
for the joy of Christmas.

Through events like these, OLQP Sri
Aman reaffirms its commitment to
empowering the next generation of
Catholics, their faith, and
fostering a spirit of service that
embodies the love and peace of the

nurturing

season.

Peter Tan
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Persidangan Agung ke-13 Kongregasi ‘Sisters
of St Francis of Sarawak’ (SSFS)

Seramai 25 wakil delegasi rohaniwati (Sister Delegates) mengambil bahagian
dalam Persidangan Agung ke-13 Kongregasi ‘Sisters of St Francis of Sarawak’
(SSES). Ia diadakan di Biara Immaculate Conception, Jalan Sentral, Padungan,
Kuching, pada 3—10 Disember 2024. Tema keseluruhannya adalah ‘Advancing our
Union with Christ towards the Centenary and Beyond’ (Memajukan Kesatuan kita
bersama Kristus Menuju Ulang Tahun ke-100 dan Seterusnya).

Bagi meraikan ulang tahun ke-800 stigmata Santo Francis di Assisi, tema ‘You
Are Love’ (Kamu Adalah Kasih) turut difikirkan. Persidangan itu, yang dengan
sukacita menantikan Ulang Tahun ke-100 Kongregasi pada 2028, bermula dengan
pembentangan ringkas tentang sejarah kongregasi kami. la memberikan gambaran
kepada peserta tentang asal usul kongregasi kami dan di mana kami berada sekarang.
Ini diharapkan dapat memperkasakan kongregasi kami untuk melakar hala tuju ke
masa hadapan—menuju Ulang Tahun ke-100, Persidangan Agung selepas ini, dan
seterusnya.

Didahului oleh retreat selama tiga hari bermula pada petang 29 November hingga
2 Disember 2024, Persidangan Agung ke-13 ini mendapat inspirasi daripada Fasal 21
Injil Yohanes. Kita dapat memahami keputusan tujuh murid berkenaan untuk
“menangkap ikan”, yang membayangkan setidak-tidaknya rasa putus asa atau hilang
harapan. Mereka tidak dapat melihat sebab untuk terus mengikut Yesus. Kembali
kepada pekerjaan lama untuk menyara hidup demi masa hadapan mereka kelihatan
seperti pilihan harapan terbaik bagi mereka dalam keadaan mereka ketika itu.

Namun di sini sekali lagi, harapan mereka punah, kerana kerja keras mereka
selama ini tidak menghasilkan apa-apa! Namun kerja yang tidak membuahkan hasil
ini sebaliknya berubah apabila mereka “menebar jala mereka ke sebelah kanan
perahu” seperti yang disuruh oleh Yesus: mereka menangkap 153 ekor ikan besar.
Selepas malam yang tidak membuahkan hasil, tangkapan luar biasa ini
membolehkan mereka untuk mengenali Yesus: “la adalah Tuhan”, kata murid yang
dikasihi kepada Simon Petrus. Pilihan asas bagi mereka adalah sama ada untuk
bekerja dengan Tuhan atau tanpa Tuhan.

Dua tindakan murid-murid itu seterusnya menandakan pilihan mereka untuk
kembali kepada Tuhan dan bekerja bersama-Nya: (1) Petrus terjun ke dalam laut
untuk melangkah ke arah Tuhan yang berada di pantai; dan (2) murid-murid lain juga
menarik jala mereka, yang penuh dengan ikan, ke pantai. Ajakan Yesus kepada
mereka, “Marilah dan bersarapan”, menunjukkan bahawa Dia menerima kepulangan
mereka. Dialog-Nya dengan Simon Petrus, anak Yohanes, mendorong-Nya untuk
mengamanahkan kepada murid itu satu pelayanan pastoral yang amat penting bagi
menjaga kawanan domba-Nya. Pelaksanaan pelayanan ini menuntut kasih, tidak kira
apa pun tahap kasih ini.

Kita membaca dalam Injil Yohanes, fasal 21, satu kisah tentang Yesus
memulihkan pemuridan kepada murid-murid-Nya yang telah mengecewakan-Nya.
Walaupun Simon Petrus tiga kali menafikan-Nya sebelum itu, Yesus tetap
meletakkan kepercayaan-Nya kepada Simon Petrus apabila Dia mengamanahkan
penjagaan kawanan domba-Nya kepadanya. Kongregasi kami mendapatkan
keberanian daripada pembacaan kisah ini.

Laporan daripada berbagai komisi memberikan gambaran yang baik tentang
kekuatan dan kelemahan kongregasi kami. la juga menunjukkan cabaran yang
dihadapi kongregasi kami, terutamanya dari segi jumlah rohaniwati kongregasi yang
semakin berusia tanpa peningkatan selari anggota aktif, selain pengaruh sekularisme
dan trend dunia.

Daripada kisah dalam Injil Yohanes 21, kongregasi mendengar Yesus mengajak
kami untuk bersarapan bersama-Nya dan memulihkan pemuridan-Nya, selain
menyeru kepada kami untuk meneruskan misi dan pelayanan sebagai rohaniwati
SSFS. Kami mengaku kami ada kelemahan dan kegagalan, namun kami enggan
membiarkannya untuk membayangi kekuatan kami dan menyelubungi kami dengan
keputusasaan.

Ketua Pemimpin bersama Majlis. Dari kiri ke kanan: Sr Natasia Tay (Ahli Kedua Majlis),
Sr Irmina Peter (Timbalan Ketua Pemimpin), Sr Rose Wong (Ketua Pemimpin),
Sr Agatha Ling (Ahli Pertama Majlis) dan Sr Catherine Uming (Ahli Ketiga Majlis).

Sebaliknya, kami mendapat inspirasi daripada para rohaniwati sebelum ini yang
mengharungi semua badai untuk mengikut jejak langkah Bapa Serafik kami, Santo
Francis di Assisi, dan menyahut panggilan Tuhan untuk “memulihkan Gereja-Ku”.
Merayakan stigmata Santo Francis dalam ibadat yang bermakna dan penuh doa
mengingatkan kami kepada hakikat bahawa beliau menerima penderitaan Yesus yang
cuba dicontohi para rohaniwati sebelum ini.

Dengan kepercayaan kepada Roh Kudus yang diberikan oleh Tuhan untuk
menyertai dan memimpin kami, kongregasi kami menguatkan semangat dan
keberanian untuk menyahut

d.enge.m komitmen yang l§bih Panggilan Tuhan bagi

tinggi  kepada  panggilan . « .

Tuhan bagi kami wnwk | Kamiuntuk “memulihkan
“memulihkan  Gereja-Nya” Gereja-Nya” pada hari ini,

pada hari ini, tidak kira apa
pun cabaran yang mungkin
melibatkan tugasan ini.

Dengan mengambil kira
perkara itu, kami seterusnya
memilih Ketua Pemimpin, Timbalannya dan Majlis, untuk memimpin kami dalam
penggal seterusnya selama enam tahun. Kami memilih semula Sr Rose Wong sebagai
Ketua Pemimpin, Sr Irmina Peter sebagai Timbalan Ketua Pemimpin, Sr Agatha Ling
sebagai Ahli Pertama Majlis, Sr Natasia Tay sebagai Ahli Kedua Majlis, dan Sr
Catherine Uming Ahli Ketiga Majlis.

Didorong oleh kepercayaan dan pemulihan pemuridan Yesus kepada Simon
Petrus, setiap daripada rohaniwati yang dipilih ini dengan rendah hati dan sepenuh
hati menerima pemilihan mereka untuk menjaga kongregasi dan menggalakkan kami
untuk menjaga orang lain dalam kasih seperti Kristus.

Dipenuhi dengan jaminan tentang bimbingan Roh Kudus, kami dengan yakin
meluluskan Cadangan dan Ketetapan seperti yang dipersetujui.

Kongregasi SSFS kini menyerahkan Cadangan dan Ketetapan kami kepada doa
perantaraan Bonda Perawan Maria sementara kami mula melaksanakannya dalam
semangat FIAT bonda kepada Tuhan, dan kepada Bapa Serafik kami, Santo Francis,
dan Santa Clara.

tidak kira apa pun cabaran
yang mungkin melibatkan
tugasan ini.

SSFS (Terjemahan)

NiatldoalRPopeJErancislbagi
Sanuari

Kami

Untuk hak kepada
pendidikan

Marilah kita berdoa bagi
para pendatang, pelarian
dan mereka yang terjejas
akibat peperangan, agar
hak mereka kepada
pendidikan, yang perlu
untuk membina dunia yang
lebih baik, senantiasa
dihormati.

telah melancarkan Langganan Digital!
terbaharu Keuskupan Agung dan lain-lain yang disampaikan terus
ke ‘mailbox’ dan telefon bimbit anda. Perkara paling baik... ia sama
sekali PERCUMA!

Khidmat Langganan Digital Today’s Catholic

Dapatkan berita

Daftarlah di sini (Google Form): bit.ly/tc_subscribe
(Taip pautan di atas ke dalam bar alamat ‘browser’ sesawang
anda untuk mengakses borang)

Seandainya anda menghadapi masalah, anda boleh maklumkan
menerusi WhatsApp di talian 011-10730729 (TC Mobile), e-mel ke
todaycat@gmail.com,
daripada Facebook kami (fb.com/todaycat atau Today’s Catholic
(Sarawak)).

atau dapatkan pautan secara langsung
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Ciri pada bacaan

Misa Ahad:

19 Januari 2025 - Hari Minggu Biasa Kedua Tahun C
(Yesaya 62:1-5; 1 Korintus 12:4-11; Yohanes 2:1-11)
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Oleh Fr Francis
Lim, SJ

Demi kemuliaan Allah yang lebih agung

Tanda Kelimpahan Tuhan

Pada akhir Injil Yohanes, beliau menulis, “Maka Yesus melakukan banyak lagi
tanda-tanda lain di hadapan murid-murid, yang tidak tertulis dalam kitab ini; tetapi
semua ini telah ditulis supaya kamu percaya bahawa Yesus adalah Kristus, Anak Allah,
dan supaya dengan percaya, kamu beroleh kehidupan dalam nama-Nya.” (Yohanes
20:30-31)

Secara keseluruhannya, Yohanes mempersembahkan kepada kita tujuh tanda
supaya kita, para pembaca Injilnya, boleh percaya bahawa Yesus adalah Kristus, dan
beriman kepada-Nya, beroleh kehidupan, dan kehidupan ini adalah sepenuhnya.

Dalam bahasa Yunani asal, perkataan bagi tanda yang digunakan di sini
ialah sémeion, yang boleh diterjemahkan sebagai tanda ajaib. la bukan hanya mukjizat
rawak, tetapi ia adalah mukjizat dengan makna yang mendalam.

Mereka menunjuk kepada sesuatu, iaitu, tanda-tanda ini menunjuk kepada Yesus
sebagai Dia yang sangat ditunggu-tunggu dan dihantar oleh Bapa.

Perkataan Yunani yang biasanya digunakan untuk mukjizat ialah dunamis, yang
merupakan tindakan berkuasa. Oleh itu, kita dapat melihat perbezaan yang digunakan
di sini oleh Yohanes antara sémeion dengan dunamis.

Pada penghujung petikan Injil hari ini, Yohanes menyatakan, “Ini adalah tanda
pertama yang diberikan oleh Yesus: ia diberikan di Kana di Galilea. la memperlihatkan
kemuliaan-Nya, dan murid-murid-Nya percaya kepada-Nya.” (Yohanes 2:11)

Apakah maksud yang Yohanes cuba beritahu kepada kita dengan tanda perubahan
air menjadi wain? Adakah beliau ingin menyampaikan maksud bahawa mukjizat
pertama Yesus dalam menghasilkan wain baik yang lebih daripada mencukupi adalah

untuk membuat orang ramai mabuk? Banyak kali, saya telah mendengar orang
Katolik menggunakan cerita ini sebagai justifikasi untuk kita menikmati lebih banyak
alkohol di acara sosial!

Nah, satu perkara adalah pasti; Yesus sangat manusiawi dan Dia ingin mengambil
bahagian dalam perayaan manusia, terutamanya perkahwinan. Dia dijemput bersama-
sama dengan murid-murid-Nya ke perayaan kasih yang bahagia antara seorang lelaki
dengan seorang wanita serta keluarga mereka, dan ibu-Nya juga ada di sana.

Dia mengambil berat tentang rasa malu tuan rumah apabila mereka kehabisan
wain. Pesta perkahwinan itu mungkin telah bertambah ramai dengan kehadiran Yesus
dan murid-murid-Nya kerana reputasi-Nya. Oleh itu, Yesus akan rasa
bertanggungjawab bagi mereka sebagai tetamu mereka, yang mengakibatkan
kekurangan bekalan bagi parti itu.

Walaupun pada mulanya Yesus mungkin menjawab ibu-Nya dengan agak kosong,
Dia mendengar permintaan ibu-Nya, “Mereka tidak ada wain”. Maria juga
memberitahu para pelayan untuk “melakukan apa sahaja yang Dia suruh kamu”. Dari
satu segi, Maria menolak Yesus ke dalam tanda pertama. Maria berdoa untuk kita di
hadapan putera-Nya.

Enam tempayan batu air penyucian adalah bagi tujuan penyucian yang merupakan
peraturan keagamaan. Dengan menggunakannya, Yesus menukar alat untuk
memenuhi kewajipan di bawah undang-undang kesucian menjadi hadiah berkat
Tuhan dan alasan bagi mengadakan perayaan.

Setiap tempayan boleh mengandungi antara 20 hingga 30 gelen air. Jadi jumlah
keseluruhan adalah bersamaan dengan kira-kira 600 botol wain pada hari ini, yang
merupakan jumlah yang besar bagi majlis perkahwinan! Ini adalah pengertian tentang
kelimpahan rahmat Allah. Tuhan adalah Tuhan kelimpahan, yang memberi dengan
melimpah ruah.

Mengubah air menjadi wain bukan sekadar helah untuk menunjukkan kebolehan
Yesus yang ajaib. Wain adalah simbol keberkatan. Berpuluh-puluh kali dalam
Perjanjian Lama, para nabi menggunakan metafora perkahwinan untuk
menggambarkan hubungan antara Tuhan dengan manusia. Kehabisan wain bermakna
bahawa hubungan itu telah kehabisan berkat.

Secara keseluruhan, tanda pertama Yesus menunjukkan banyak aspek yang
melibatkan penyertaan aktif Tuhan dalam kehidupan manusia, dan bahawa Tuhan
murah hati dan memberkati semua orang dengan kelimpahan. Tanda itu menunjukkan
Yesus sebagai Mesias yang dinanti-nantikan. Pada masa yang sama, Bonda Maria juga
terlibat sebagai pendoa syafaat yang berkuasa.

(Terjemahan)

Hati ke hati...

dari pena penulis jemputan,

Friar Nelson Evarinus Sipalan, OFM

Ketika ~ Musim Adven
berlangsung, saya mendapati
diri saya terhanyut dalam
misteri penantian yang
mendalam. Pada tahun ini,
dalam terang Jubli Harapan,
saya merenungkan apa yang
benar-benar dimaksudkan oleh
kedatangan Mesias, bukan
hanya untuk dunia tetapi juga
untuk perjalanan hidup saya

sebagai  seorang  Saudara
Fransiskan. Kisah Krismas
bukan sekadar tradisi; ia

adalah jemputan hidup untuk

menemukan kasih Tuhan yang

tiada batas.
Kisah

kelahiran  Yesus

sangat berkaitan dengan
panggilan  Fransiskan saya.
Yesus, yang lahir di dalam
kandang yang sederhana dan
diletakkan di palungan, memilih
kesederhanaan dan kemiskinan
untuk menunjukkan kedalaman
kasih Tuhan kepada manusia. St
Fransiskus dari Assisi, yang
tergerak oleh kebenaran ini,
mencipta  adegan  pertama
kelahiran Kristus bukan hanya
sebagai gambaran tetapi sebagai
momen pertemuan dengan
kerentanan penjelmaan.

Sebagai seorang Saudara,
kerendahan hati yang sama ini
memanggil saya untuk melayani

dalam kalangan mereka yang
terpinggir, untuk hidup di
tengah kekacauan hidup, dan
mencerminkan kasih Kristus di
tempat-tempat  yang  sering
diabaikan. Krismas mengingatkan
saya bahawa harapan yang
dibawa oleh Mesias adalah
untuk semua orang, terutamanya
mereka yang patah hati dan
terlupakan.

Nubuat Yesaya bahawa
“bangsa yang berjalan di dalam
kegelapan telah melihat cahaya
yang Dbesar” (Yesaya 9:2)
berbicara kepada saya dengan
kuasa yang diperbaharui pada
musim ini. Yesus bukan sekadar
janji  harapan—Dia  adalah
harapan yang menjelma. Dalam
dunia yang terbeban oleh
keputusasaan, ketidakadilan dan
krisis ekologi, cahaya Mesias
memanggil saya untuk menjadi
alat perdamaian dan
pembaharuan.  Misi  untuk
membawa harapan ini adalah
inti panggilan Fransiskan saya.

Setiap  Krismas  adalah
pertemuan peribadi  dengan
kuasa transformasi Mesias. la
adalah masa untuk memperbaharui

komitmen saya untuk mengikuti
Kristus dengan kepercayaan
seperti ~ kanak-kanak,  dan
menyerahkan rancangan saya
untuk  menerima  kehendak
Tuhan.

Ekaristi, di mana Mesias
merendahkan diri-Nya untuk
menjadi santapan rohani, adalah
sumber kekuatan dan inspirasi
yang mendalam. Pertemuan ini
menguatkan pelayanan saya,
sama ada dalam menjaga
ciptaan, memberikan bimbingan
pastoral, atau sekadar hadir
untuk mereka yang terbeban
oleh cabaran hidup.

Bagi St Fransiskus, harapan
tidak dapat dipisahkan daripada
kegembiraan. Walaupun dalam
ujian, kita dipanggil untuk
menjadi penyampai gembira
Khabar Baik. Krismas mencabar
saya untuk  menghidupkan
kegembiraan ini, untuk
menyatakan bahawa Imanuel—
Tuhan berserta kita—bukan idea
abstrak tetapi realiti hidup.
Kelahiran Mesias meyakinkan
saya bahawa kita tidak pernah
sendiri, bahawa kita dikasihi
tanpa batas, dan Tuhan telah

memilih untuk turut serta
dalam kemanusiaan kita.
Krismas  Harapan ini
memperbaharui  rasa  misi
saya. la mengingatkan saya
bahawa kelahiran Mesias
bukan hanya saat untuk
diraikan  tetapi  panggilan
untuk bertindak. Saya
diundang untuk membawa
cahaya Kristus ke sudut-sudut
tergelap dunia, untuk melihat
‘palungan’ pada zaman kita—
tempat-tempat  kemiskinan,
pengasingan dan kesakitan—
di mana Tuhan terus lahir
dengan cara yang mengejutkan.

Dalam pertemuan ini, saya
menemukan semula kuasa
transformasi ~ kasih  dan
harapan.

Semoga musim ini
menginspirasi  kita semua

untuk membuka hati kepada
kasih Mesias, dan berkongsi
kasih itu dengan murah hati

kepada orang lain, seperti
yang diingatkan oleh St
Fransiskus dengan indah,

“kerana dalam memberi, kita
menerima’.
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Sekarang sudah tahun 2025. Bagaimanakah tahun 2024
bagi anda? Bagi saya, saya rasa seperti terperangkap dalam
angin puyu. Namun demikian, ia tetap tahun yang diberkati.

Dalam penerbitan pertama bagi tahun 2025, kami
membawakan anda sorotan 2024 dalam kolaj foto di Halaman
26. Semoga anda mengimbau kembali peristiwa pada tahun
lepas dengan kenangan indah.

Pembukaan terhad bangunan ikonik Gereja St Peter di
Padungan menjadi kenyataan pada Malam Ambang Krismas,
24 Disember lepas. Misa Ambang Krismas pada jam 12.00
tengah malam telah menarik penganut Kristian dari semua
denominasi dan semua agama, bukan sahaja Katolik.

Media sosial dihebohkan dengan gambar dan klip video
seni bina gotik dan tingkap kaca berwarna gereja yang direka
dengan indah beberapa bulan sebelum ia siap.

Masa untuk bersyukur

pada 29 Disember, Uskup Agung Simon Poh melancarkan Jubli
2025 pada Misa 7.00 pagi bagi Keuskupan Agung Kuching.

Lima pusat ziarah ditetapkan bagi Keuskupan Agung
Kuching, termasuk Gereja St Peter yang baharu dibuka.
Senarai penuh tapak ziarah boleh didapati di Halaman
Lapan.

CATHOLIC

tOday THE TEAM
PENERBIT

Uskup Agung Kuching
EDITOR

Ivy Chai
EDITOR BERSEKUTU
(B Cina)

Magdalene Yeo
SIDANG EDITOR

Freddy Bohari (BM)

Sebagai solidariti dengan seruan Paus Francis kepada
Gereja Sejagat untuk melancarkan Tahun Jubli Harapan 2025

Bagi kita yang merayakan Tahun Baharu Cina pada tahun Grace Amy
ini, iaitu Tahun Ular, terdapat artikel utama tentang ular yang (Halaman Kanak-kanak
ditulis oleh Fr Stephen Chin. BM)

Marilah kita bersyukur di atas semua doa yang dijawab, Mabel Salin
keberkatan, penyembuhan dan pengurapan yang telah kita (Halaman Kanak-kanak
terima pada tahun 2024. B Inggeris) _

Semoga Tuhan terus memberkati kita dan keluarga kita Margaret Bong (B Cina)
dengan melimpah-ruah pada tahun 2025. Selamat Tahun Annie Ng
Baharul (Halaman Kanak-kanak

B Cina)
STAF

(Teriemahan) Shannon Wei

Saudara-saudari dalam Kristus,

Salam dan berkat bagi Tahun Baharu 2025. Paus Francis telah mengisytiharkan
2025 sebagai Tahun Jubli Harapan. Semua kita dijemput untuk menjadi Penziarah
Harapan.

Walaupun kita baru sahaja melepasi ambang tahun baharu 2025, kita dapat
mengimbau dengan jelas peristiwa-peristiwa mencabar pada 2024. Konflik di
Ukraine, Timur Tengah dan Myanmar masih menghantui kita. Banyak nyawa
terkorban, dan luka-luka peperangan serta penderitaan masih dialami dengan
konflik berterusan. Kanak-kanak dan wanita, terutamanya yang miskin, adalah
golongan yang paling menderita.

Dalam perutusan tahun baharunya pada 1 Januari 2025, pada Hari Keamanan
Sedunia ke-58, Paus Francis telah memilih untuk memberi tumpuan pada tema,
‘Ampunilah kesalahan kami: berikanlah kami kedamaian-Mu’. Kita dijemput untuk
memasuki Tahun Jubli 2025 sebagai Penziarah Harapan.

Paus Francis berucap kepada semua ketua negara dan kerajaan, ketua
pertubuhan antarabangsa, pemimpin pelbagai agama, setiap insan yang berniat
baik, dan kepada semua kita. Paus Francis mengesyorkan tiga tindakan sebagai
laluan kedamaian:

* pengampunan hutang antarabangsa;

* pemansuhan hukuman mati;

* penubuhan Tabung Dunia yang akan menghapuskan kelaparan buat selama-
lamanya.

Peristiwa Krismas adalah peristiwa kasih dan harapan. Ketika Yesus dilahirkan,
tidak ada bilik yang kosong di rumah penginapan pada malam itu, dan semuanya

kelihatan seperti satu bencana. Yosef dan Maria hanya mempercayai Tuhan, dan
pada malam yang gelap dan dingin, mereka menyambut Yesus dengan tangan
terbuka dan hati yang hangat.

Pada hari ini, kita mungkin rasa tidak berdaya untuk mengubah seluruh dunia,
tetapi kita sentiasa boleh melakukan sesuatu dengan betul di mana kita berada.
Apabila setiap daripada kita,
setiap Katolik melakukan
kebaikan dan memberi harapan

Pada hari ini, kita
mungkin rasa tidak
berdaya untuk mengubah

di mana kita berada, kita sama-
sama membuat perubahan di

dunia. Yesus datang kepada | seluruh dunia, tetapi kita

kita sebagai ‘Imanvel—nama  § gentiasa boleh melakukan

yang bermaksud bahawa .

Tohan-bersamackita. sesuatu dengan betul di
Tahun  Jubli  dengan mana kita berada.

Pembukaan Pintu Suci

melambangkan bahawa Tuhan datang untuk melawat kita melalui pintu terbuka,
supaya kita dengan yakin dapat melangkah dan memasuki ambang hadirat Tuhan,
untuk mengalami belas kasihan, pengampunan, kedamaian Tuhan, dan dihidupkan
semula dalam iman kita, harapan kita dan kasih kita untuk melayan satu sama lain.

X Uskup Agung Simon Poh (Terjemahan)

Buka Rumah Hari Natal Uskup Agung di ACCPC

Pengunjung ke Buka Rumah Hari Natal Uskup Agung yang diadakan di “Grand Hall”, ACCPC, 25 Disember 2024. (Semua gambar: Danison Manium)
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358 muda-mudi sertai
Program Hari Belia Miri di
Gereja Holy Family Lapok

HATI MUDA... Para peserta bersama Uskup Richard Ng dan para
paderi selepas Misa Pembukaan.

MIRI — Paroki Holy
Family di Lapok menjadi tuan
rumah dan penganjur Hari
Belia Miri (MYD) 2024 yang

berlangsung pada 22-24
November lepas.
Acara dengan tema

‘Rejoice In Hope Isaiah 40:31°
(Sukacita Dalam Harapan
Yesaya 40:31) ini dihadiri
seramai 358 belia dari 14
paroki di bawah naungan
Gereja Katolik Keuskupan
Miri.

Dalam homilinya bagi
Misa Pembukaan, Uskup Miri,
Bapa Uskup Richard Ng,
menyuarakan kegembiraannya
melihat begitu ramai belia
mengambil bahagian dalam
acara pada kali ini.

Beliau berkata, semua
orang muda harus mencari
Yesus dalam hidup masing-
masing dan tidak segan
menyahut seruan Tuhan untuk
menjadi paderi atau religius.

Misa pada hari kedua
dirayakan oleh Fr Sylvester
Ngau, yang menyeru dalam
homilinya agar para belia

menjadi cahaya dalam
kegelapan dan  berpegang
teguh pada keadilan.

MYD pada kali ini turut
dihadiri oleh Rektor Paroki
Holy Family Lapok merangkap
Pengerusi Penganjur Program
MYD 2024, Fr Selvan, dan
beberapa paderi dari paroki
lain, iaitu Fr Philip Empalah,
Fr Michael Sia dan Fr Damian

Lalo.

Turut mengimarahkan
acara ini adalah Sister Lea,
Katekis Anthony  Tudak,
Katekis  Paulus  Penying,
Katekis  Stewart, Katekis

Dennis Jagan, Katekis Sandra
Lahai dan Pelatih Katekis
Josephine Mujan.

Ia disokong oleh Pengerusi
Majlis Paroki Gereja Holy
Family Lapok, John Aton,

Timbalan Pengerusi  Majlis
Paroki, Juliana Dau, dan semua
ahli majlis serta jawatankuasa
penganjur MYD.

Antara aktiviti yang
dijalankan pada program selama
tiga hari ini adalah Misa Kudus,
Malam Kebudayaan, Sukaneka,
Sesi Katekesis, Jalan Salib, dan
Pesta Puji dan Sembah yang

disertakan ~ dengan  Adorasi
Sakramen Maha Kudus.
Dalam  Sesi  Katekesis,

Katekis Anthony memberitahu
peserta bahawa Tuhan bertanya
dan meminta sesuatu daripada
mereka. “Apakah yang dapat
kita beri kepada Tuhan?”’

Beliau membawa  para
peserta merenungkan panggilan
Tuhan dan bagaimana mereka
dengan sukacita dapat
menyahut-Nya dan membantu
orang di sekeliling mereka yang
memerlukan pertolongan.

Dalam ucapan penangguhan
MYD 2024, Fr Selvan
menzahirkan rasa gembira dan
berterima kasih kepada semua
yang telah terlibat secara
langsung dan tidak langsung
dalam menjayakan program ini.

Beliau seterusnya
menggalakkan orang muda
untuk menyedari kehadiran

Yesus, yang kekal dan bukannya
sementara dalam diri mereka.

Menurutnya, Tuhan Yesus
mahu hidup dalam golongan
muda selama-lamanya, dan
memanggil mereka untuk hidup
bahagia sebagai mahkota tidak
ternilai dalam kerajaan Tuhan.

Yesus, Raja kita, hidup
dalam semua orang yang
mengasihi dan melayani-Nya
dan sesama.

Fr Selvan mengumumkan
bahawa tuan rumah bagi (MYD)
Tahun 2026 adalah Paroki St
Dominic and The Rosary di
Taman Tunku di sini.

Rufina Jerawit Kumbang

URAPAN... Bersiap-sedia bagi acara Puji dan Sembah.

174 kanak-kanak, 82 guru Sekolah Minggu
sertai ‘Kids Camp’ Paroki Holy Spirit

LUNDU — ‘Kids Camp’
Paroki Holy Spirit telah
diadakan di Gereja St Felix
Biawak di sini pada 30
November 2024.

la  menarik  penyertaan
seramai 174 kanak-kanak dan
82 guru Sekolah Minggu dari
sekitar kawasan paroki.

Program ini bertujuan untuk
memupuk nilai keagamaan,
perpaduan dan kerjasama dalam
kalangan kanak-kanak serta
memperkukuh hubungan antara
guru-guru.

Acara dimulakan dengan
Misa Kudus yang dirayakan

oleh Fr Adrian Kho, yang
memberikan inspirasi rohani
kepada semua peserta.

Dalam homilinya, beliau
menekankan kepentingan
pendidikan iman sejak usia
muda, dan memuji usaha

penganjur yang menyediakan
pelbagai persiapan untuk kem

pada kali ini.

Pelbagai aktiviti menarik
telah  dijalankan  sepanjang
program ini, termasuk
menyusun gambar mengikut

cerita dalam Al-Kitab, mencari
harta karun, dan sukaneka
kanak-kanak.

Setiap  aktiviti dirancang
untuk menggalakkan kerjasama,
kreativiti dan = pemahaman
tentang nilai-nilai Kristian.

Aktiviti sukaneka bagi guru-

guru turut diadakan untuk
memberi  peluang  kepada
mereka bersantai dan

mengeratkan hubungan dengan

satu sama lain.

‘Kids Camp’ pada kali ini
turut dibantu oleh Ministri Belia
Katolik daripada Zon Biawak.

Sebagai tuan rumah, jemaat

Gereja St Felix  Biawak
memastikan ~semua  peserta
merasa selesa dan dijamu

dengan layanan mesra.

Kanak-kanak kelihatan ceria
dan bersemangat sepanjang
program, terutamanya semasa
acara mencari harta karun yang
menjadi tumpuan utama kem.

Program diakhiri dengan doa
penutupan oleh Katekis Pearson
Ayung serta acara penyampaian
hadiah kepada para pemenang
aktiviti.

‘Goodies’ atau cenderahati
turut diberikan kepada semua
kanak-kanak Sekolah Minggu.

Senyuman terpancar pada
wajah setiap peserta, tanda
kejayaan program ini dalam
memberikan pengalaman
bermakna kepada mereka.

‘Kids Camp’ ini bukan
sahaja memberikan kenangan
indah kepada kanak-kanak
yang menyertainya tetapi juga
menguatkan semangat komuniti
dalam kalangan umat Paroki
Holy Spirit.

Pihak pendidikan keagamaan
paroki berharap agar program
seperti ini dapat diteruskan
pada masa hadapan untuk
membimbing generasi muda
dengan nilai-nilai murni dan
kecintaan  terhadap  iman
mereka.

Catherina Ra Flora

Perkahwinan 17 pasangan disahkan Gereja
dengan Sakramen Perkahwinan

SAH... Para pasangan yang menerima Konvalidasi Perkahwinan
bersama kaum keluarga mereka selepas perkahwinan mereka diberkati
dan disahkan oleh Gereja dalam Misa yang dirayakan oleh Fr Paul
Herry. (Gambar: Anthony Abong Narok)

BAU — Gereja Blessed
Sacrament di Kampung Bijuray
Mongag-Kampung Pedaun
Bawah, Krokong, di sini
menyaksikan ~ seramai 17
pasangan menerima Sakramen
Perkahwinan pada 30 November
2024.

Pemberkatan dan Konvalidasi
Perkahwinan para pasangan
tersebut disaksikan oleh kaum
keluarga dan sahabat handai.

la disempurnakan dalam
Misa Kudus oleh Fr Paul Herry
dari Gereja St Stephen di sini.

Pasangan  yang terlibat
dalam program ini terdiri
daripada empat kampung dalam

kawasan Krokong, iaitu
Kampung Bijuray Mongag,
Kampung Pedaun Bawah,
Kampung  Tringgus, dan

Kampung Batu Sepit.

Konvalidasi Perkahwinan ini
dirancang dan para penerima
dibimbing oleh Katekis Francis
Lehir dari Gereja St Stephen
sejak Julai 2024.

Konvalidasi  perkahwinan
(marriage convalidation) adalah

pengakuan dan pemberkatan
perkahwinan sudah ada oleh

Gereja Katolik.
Ia adalah proses
pengesahan perkahwinan

umat Katolik yang belum
disahkan oleh Gereja Katolik.

Tujuannya agar pasangan
yang menikah dapat
mengambil bahagian dalam
memberikan kesaksian kepada
dunia tentang ikatan cinta
kasih Kristus dengan Gereja.

Perkahwinan yang belum
atau tidak disahkan oleh
Gereja dapat menyebabkan
orang Katolik  berkenaan
kehilangan ~ beberapa  hak
sebagai  anggota  Gereja,
seperti  tidak  dibenarkan
menyambut Komuni Kudus,
dan tidak boleh menerima
sakramen lain.

Acara berakhir dengan sesi
pemotongan kek di gereja dan
majlis makan beramai-ramai
bersama kaum keluarga dan
semua umat yang hadir.

Anthony Abong Narok
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Majlis Krismas Kanak-Kanak 2024

Aktiviti permainan ‘Guess The Bible Characters’ telah dijalankan oleh
para pelayan Ministri Liturgi Kanak-kanak.

KOTA PADAWAN —
Hari Natal bukan sekadar
perayaan biasa. Di sebalik
kemeriahan bertukar hadiah
dan  keceriaan = menghias
rumah, terselit makna yang
lebih mendalam, iaitu
kelahiran Tuhan Yesus Kristus
sebagai  penyelamat umat
manusia.

Pada 14 Disember 2024,
Gereja Katolik Santa Anna
menerusi Liturgi Kanak-kanak
telah mengadakan program
‘Children Christmas Party’
bertemakan ‘Bible Characters’
di Dewan St Anthony.

Ia dihadiri oleh seramai
196 kanak-kanak berumur
antara empat hingga 12 tahun.

Tujuannya untuk mendidik

kanak-kanak  tentang erti
sebenar Hari Natal agar
mereka dapat ~memahami

bahawa perayaan ini bukan
sahaja tentang keseronokan,

tetapi juga tentang Kkasih,
harapan dan keimanan kepada
Tuhan.

Pelbagai aktiviti menarik
telah  dijalankan, antaranya
permainan ‘Guess the Bible
Characters’ yang memberi

peluang kepada kanak-kanak
untuk mengenali tokoh seperti
santo dan santa dalam Al-Kitab,
sekaligus menjadikan mereka
sebagai inspirasi dalam
kehidupan masing-masing.
Program ini turut diserikan
dengan pertandingan pakaian
bertemakan ‘Bible Characters’.
Kanak-kanak tampil dengan
pakaian yang melambangkan
watak-watak  dari Al-Kitab,
sambil menunjukkan kreativiti

dan kesungguhan untuk
memahami mesej yang
disampaikan ~ dalam  tema
tersebut.

Selain itu, kanak-kanak turut
menyanyikan lagu-lagu Krismas

yang diketuai oleh pelayan
Ministri Liturgi Kanak-kanak.
Nyanyian  ini ~ membentuk
suasana meriah dan memberi
peluang kepada kanak-kanak
untuk memuji Tuhan dengan
penuh kegembiraan.

Kanak-kanak bukan sahaja
seronok, tetapi mereka juga
mempelajari nilai-nilai penting
seperti  bekerjasama  dalam
kumpulan, menjalin persahabatan
baharu, dan memahami makna
keimanan sejak kecil.

Seperti kata  pepatah,
“melentur buluh biarlah dari
rebungnya”, program seperti ini
dapat ~membentuk  sahsiah
kanak-kanak dari usia muda.

Kesimpulannya, program ini
berfungsi sebagai wadah untuk
menarik minat kanak-kanak
serta meluaskan pemahaman
mereka tentang erti Hari Natal
yang sebenar.

Selain itu, program ini juga
dapat mengeratkan lagi
hubungan silaturahim antara
pelayan ministri yang terlibat
dalam program tersebut.

Secara  tuntasnya, para
pelayan Ministri Liturgi Kanak-
kanak  Santa Anna ingin
mengucapkan Selamat Hari
Natal 2024 dan Selamat Tahun
Baharu 2025 kepada semua
umat Katolik di seluruh dunia.

Ministri Liturgi Kanak-
kanak Gereja St Ann

Rekoleksi Adven Girumpung Dayung
Katolik Paroki St Jude Bunan-Tebedu

RENUNGAN... Program rekoleksi diakhiri dengan Misa Kudus yang dirayakan oleh Fr Pratap Baskey, CMF

BUNAN-TEBEDU —
Pada 14 Disember 2024,
Girumpung Dayung Katolik
(GDK) Paroki St Jude Bunan-
Tebedu telah mengadakan
Rekoleksi Adven di Gereja St
Peter, Gahat Mawang.

Hampir 700  peserta
melibatkan  diri dengan
program rekoleksi itu sempena
musim Adven 2024 untuk
menyiapkan dan memperbaharui
kehidupan rohani mereka serta
merapatkan lagi hubungan
sesama sendiri sebagai GDK
Paroki.

Program Rekoleksi Adven
ini dimulakan dengan
nyanyian bersama, diikuti
dengan sesi Pujian dan
Penyembahan.

Sebelum renungan

(jubah unggu).
disampaikan, peserta diajak
untuk sama-sama berdoa rosari.

Sesi  renungan  berfokus
kepada Hari Minggu Adven ke-3
(Minggu Gaudete), iaitu
kegembiraan atau sukacita dan
pengharapan, yang disampaikan
oleh Penasihat GDK, Sr
Catherine Uming, SSFS.

Menurutnya, kita bersukacita
kerana waktunya sudah hampir
dekat, dan mendesak kita untuk
berusaha dengan sehabis baik
sebagai pengikut Yesus.

Kita semua dijemput untuk
bersiap sedia bagi menyambut
kedatangan Juruselamat Kkita,
dan memiliki sifat yang lebih
terbuka untuk  menyambut
kelahiran Yesus. Kedatangan-Nya
harus disambut dengan sukacita.

Oleh itu, kita semua

dijemput untuk bertaubat dan

mendengar seruan Yohanes
Pembaptis agar iman kita
diperbaharui dan kita dapat

menemukan kebahagiaan sejati
dalam janji keselamatan Tuhan.
Selepas  sesi  renungan,
program diteruskan dengan sesi
pengakuan dosa, diikuti oleh
Misa Kudus yang dirayakan
oleh Fr Pratap Baskey, CMF.
Selepas Misa Kudus, semua
jemputan dan peserta makan
tengah hari bersama umat
Kampung Gahat Mawang.
Program tamat dan semua
bersurai pada jam 2.30 petang
dengan rasa syukur dan terima
kasih kepada Tuhan di atas
kejayaan program Adven 2024.

Sr Catherine Uming, SSFS

Seminar Keluarga: ‘Iman
Keluarga dalam Adven’

Gambar peserta bersama Romo Eko Wahyu, OSC (duduk tengah,
Jjubah hitam putih) setelah selesai Misa Kudus.

KOTA SENTOSA — Pada
7 Disember 2024, Dewan Sam
Hap Hin menjadi saksi kepada
kehangatan dan kesatuan 650
peserta daripada pelbagai paroki
di Keuskupan Agung Kuching,
selain daripada paroki luar
kawasan.

Mereka menghadiri Seminar
Keluarga bertemakan ‘Iman
Keluarga dalam Adven’.

Program ini dianjurkan oleh
Paroki Sacred Heart di sini, dan
menampilkan Romo Eko Wahyu
OSC dari Indonesia sebagai
penceramah utama.

Ia dimulakan dengan
nyanyian  puji-pujian  yang
penuh semangat dan dipimpin
oleh Komuniti  Karismatik
Katolik (CCR) Sacred Heart.

Rektor Gereja Sacred Heart,
Fr Felix Au, memberikan kata-
kata alu-aluan yang menyentuh
hati, dengan  menekankan
pentingnya keluarga sebagai
tempat  iman  bertumbubh,
terutama dalam suasana Adven.

Beliau memimpin  doa
pembukaan sambil mengajak
semua peserta menyerahkan
hari itu kepada Tuhan.

Seminar ini merangkumi
empat sesi untuk memperkayakan
iman dan hubungan keluarga.

Topik sesi pertama adalah
‘Keluarga: Anugerah Terindah’.

Dalam sesi ini, Romo Eko
mengingatkan peserta bahawa
keluarga  adalah  anugerah
terbesar daripada Tuhan.

Beliau menekankan bahawa
setiap ahli keluarga dipanggil
untuk saling menghargai dan
mendukung.

Seterusnya, dalam  sesi
kedua, ‘Bertahan Dalam Hidup
Perkahwinan’, beliau membahaskan
cabaran dan konflik dalam
kehidupan berumah tangga.

Romo Eko berkongsi
panduan rohani dan praktikal
untuk membina ketahanan

serta kesetiaan dalam
perkahwinan.
Dalam sesi ketiga

bertemakan ‘Grow In Love’
(Bertumbuh Dalam Kasih),
peserta diajak untuk
menghidupkan kembali cinta
kasih dalam keluarga, dengan
fokus pada komunikasi, doa
bersama, dan pengampunan.

Seminar diakhiri dengan
Misa Kudus yang dirayakan
oleh Romo Eko bersama Fr
Felix dan Romo Eno, yang
turut menyertai rombongan.

Dalam Misa ini, tema
‘Berani Mencintai, Berani
Mengampuni’,  menjadikan
inti pati homili.

Romo Eko juga
memanjatkan doa pemberkatan
khas bagi pasangan suami
isteri yang hadir, untuk
memohon agar kasih Tuhan
terus memperteguh hubungan
mereka.

Semasa doa ini, setiap
pasangan yang hadir diminta

untuk berdiri sambil
berpegang tangan.

Seminar ini memberikan
peluang  kepada  keluarga

untuk merenungkan peranan
mercka dalam membangun
iman dan kasih dalam rumah
tangga, terutama pada masa
Adven yang penuh harapan,
dan ketika membuat persiapan
menyambut kelahiran Kristus.
Program penuh inspirasi
ini diharapkan dapat
meninggalkan kesan mendalam,
memperkuat ikatan kekeluargaan,
dan memupuk iman mereka
dalam perjalanan menuju

Natal.
SHC Multimedia

TERIMA KASIH... Pemberian cenderahati kepada Romo Eko Wahyu,
OSC (tengah) daripada peserta dan Paroki Sacred Heart yang diwakili
oleh Paderi Paroki, Fr Felix Au (kiri).
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BSM lancar tiga Alkitab tempatan

(Kiri) Rev Mathew Punnoose, Setiausaha Agung dan (kanan) Rt Rev Datuk Ng Moon
Hing, Presiden BSM menunjukkan tiga Alkitab yang dilancarkan.
(Gambar: Richard Chia)

PETALING JAYA — Persatuan
Alkitab Malaysia (BSM) baru-baru ini
melancarkan Alkitab Kudus Malaysia
(BM Formal), Alkitab Berita Baik
(Edisi Studi) dan Iban Study Bible
(Edisi Percubaan), semasa sambutan
ulang tahun ke-40 yang diadakan di PJ
Evangelical Free Church. Majlis itu
diserikan oleh ramai orang kenamaan
dari pelbagai Gereja di Malaysia,
termasuk wakil dari Lembaga Alkitab
Indonesia.

BSM

memulakan  terjemahan

Alkitab Kudus Malaysia pada tahun
2011, untuk memenuhi permintaan dari
Gereja-gereja berbahasa Melayu. Alkitab
Kudus Malaysia adalah terjemahan rasmi
Bible, lebih dekat dengan teks asal, dan

akan digunakan untuk tujuan
penyelidikan ilmiah, pembelajaran dan
penginjilan.

Alkitab Berita Baik Edisi Stud
mengambil masa hampir 20 tahun untuk
disiapkan. Alkitab ini adalah hasil
daripada permintaan daripada Gereja-
gereja  berbahasa  Melayu  untuk

Jubli Harapan: Upacara
‘Recognitio’ di Basilika Sto Petrus

Kardinal Gambetti memimpin upacara recognitio di Basilikas Sto Petrus iaitu upacara
mengeluarkan kotak logam yang berisi kunci Pintu Jubli. (Gambar: Vatican News)

KOTA VATIKAN — Pada
Disember 2 lalu, kedengaran bunyi
tukul dan pahat di Basilika Sto Petrus
untuk memecahkan dinding bagi
mengambil kotak yang mengandungi
kunci yang membolehkan Sri Paus
Fransiskus membuka Pintu Suci dan

merasmikan  Jubli pada malam
Disember 24.
Upacara yang dinamakan

recognitio, meningkatkan rasa teruja
menantikan pembukaan Jubli pada
malam Natal.

Recognitio  atau  Pengiktirafan
merupakan  istilah  Latin  untuk
mengesahkan bahawa Pintu Suci, yang
ditutup pada penghujung Jubli terakhir,
sedia untuk dibuka semula untuk Tahun
Suci 2025.

Kardinal Mauro Gambetti, Paderi
Agung Basilika Vatikan, memulakan
upacara itu dengan doa.

Selepas berdoa, beberapa orang
“sampietrini” (pekerja penyelenggaraan
di Sto Petrus) membongkar dinding
yang menutup Pintu Suci dari dalam

Basilika dan mengeluarkan kotak logam
yang disimpan di situ sejak November
20, 2016, semasa Tahun Jubli Belas
Kasihan berakhir.

Di dalam kotak logam itu terdapat
kunci Pintu Suci, pemegang kunci,
cebisan dokumen Rogito, empat bata
emas dan beberapa pingat kepausan
Fransiskus, Benediktus XVI dan Yohanes
Paulus II.

Upacara itu juga dihadiri oleh Uskup
Agung Rino Fisichella, Pro-Prefek
Dikasteri untuk Penginjilan dan Uskup
Agung Diego Ravelli, Ketua Perayaan
Liturgi Kepausan.

Mereka menerima dokumen dan item
daripada  upacara  recognitio  dan
kemudian menyerahkannya kepada Sri
Paus Fransiskus.

Upacara recognitio telah dilakukan di
Basilika St John Lateran pada Disember
3, St Paul di Luar Tembok pada Disember
5 dan St Mary Major pada Disember 6.

Vatican News/Herald Malaysia
(Terjemahan)

Rev Mathew Punnoose, Setiausaha Agung
BSM, menyampaikan ucapan beliau tentang
sejarah, perjalanan dan cabaran yang
dihadapi oleh BSM sejak Oktober 1984.

pembelajaran Alkitab di Malaysia. Edisi
percubaan Iban Study Bible juga sedang
dalam perancangan sejak tahun 2015,
untuk memenuhi keperluan masyarakat
Iban di Sarawak.

Pada pelancaran itu, Tan Hwee Yong,
salah seorang penterjemah, membacakan

beberapa petikan Dberlainan Alkitab
Kudus Malaysia.

Tanda penghargaan turut diberikan
kepada Rev Dr Anwar Tjen dan Rev Dr
Daniel See, yang merupakan penasihat
terjemahan untuk Alkitab Kudus
Malaysia dan Alkitab Berita Baik (Edisi
Studi).

Rev Mathew Punnoose, Setiausaha
Agung BSM, menyampaikan sejarah
ringkas dan pencapaian BSM, bermula
dari tahun penubuhan Persatuan Bible
di Wales, United Kingdom pada tahun

1804 sehingga 1984. Beliau
memberikan senarai Alkitab tempatan
yang telah  diterjemahkan  dan

diterbitkan di Malaysia dalam tempoh
30 tahun yang lalu serta projek bahasa
baharu yang sedang dijalankan.

Salah satu cabaran yang dihadapi
dalam projek itu ialah kekurangan
ruang yang memperlahankan
pengurusan inventori dan logistik.
Sempena ulang tahunnya yang ke-40,
juga  melancarkan  dana  demi
mendapatkan gedung yang lebih besar.

Richard Chia/Herald Malaysia
(Terjemahan)

Lima paroki ziarah di Keuskupan
Kota Kinabalu sepanjang 2025

KOTA KINABALU — Keuskupan
Agung Kota Kinabalu (KK) telah
memulakan Tahun Jubli Harapan 2025
pada Disember 29, 2024, dengan
perayaan Ekaristi di Katedral Sacred
Heart, pukul 5.00 petang.

Dalam  makluman rasmi yang
disampaikan pada Disember 4, 2024,
Keuskupan Agung KK telah menetapkan
lima paroki sebagai tapak ziarah iaitu
Gereja St Michael Penampang; Gereja
Holy Rosary, Limbahau; Gereja St Peter
Kudat, Gereja St Peter Claver, Ranau dan
Katedral Sacred Heart.

Di antara lima paroki ziarah itu,
Katedral Sacred Heart ditetapkan untuk
membuka ‘Pintu Harapan’ iaitu pintu
masuk katedral tersebut.

Setiap paroki ziarah diberi warna
mengikut warna yang ditunjukkan dalam
logo rasmi Jubli Harapan 2025.

Untuk Gereja Holy Rosary, warna
yang ditetapkan adalah merah, biru untuk
St Michael, Penampang, kuning untuk St
Peter Claver Ranau, hijau untuk St Peter,
Kudat dan warna perak untuk Katedral
Sacred Heart.

Setiap paroki ziarah juga akan
menyampaikan salah satu dari aspek
Perhimpunan Pastoral Malaysia 2026
iaitu Ekologi, Sosial, Keluarga dan
Gereja.

Sebagai kandungan katekesis untuk

penziarah, pusat ziarah Holy Rosary
Limbahau akan menyampaikan topik
“Ekologi”, St Michael memberi
tumpuan kepada “Sosial”, St Peter
Claver, Ranau berbicara tentang
“Keluarga” dan Gereja St Peter, Kudat
memberi tumpuan kepada isu “Gereja”.

Bagi penziarah pula, mereka akan
diberikan “pas ziarah” di mana mereka
mendapat cop daripada setiap paroki
ziarah yang dilawati.

Bagi merayakan tahun Jubli
Harapan, Keuskupan Agung KK
memaklumkan akan ada rantai kunci
dan pelekat kereta disediakan untuk
penziarah.

Berikut merupakan program di
paroki ziarah: berjalan kaki, para-liturgi
(pentakhtaan Alkitab), sejarah ringkas
paroki, katekesis berdasarkan empat isu
utama: Ekologi, Gereja, Keluarga,
Sosial, Perbualan Rohani berdasarkan
katekesis dikuti dengan Misa. Walau
bagaimanapun, setiap paroki ziarah
bebas untuk menambah aktiviti lain
yang sesuai.

Untuk  maklumat lanjut dan
pengaturan untuk lawatan ziarah ke
Gereja yang ditetapkan, umat Katolik
dinasihatkan ~ untuk  menghubungi
paderi paroki masing-masing.
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