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Care for Creation



What is this Encyclical about?

Like a sister with whom we 
share our life and beautiful 
mother who opens her arms 

to embrace us
(LS #1)





Other Sources...

• Pope St John XXIII offered a proposal for peace... (LS #3)

• Blessed Pope Paul VI referred to the ecological concern 
as “a tragic consequence” (LS #4)

• St John Paul II ... warned that human beings frequently 
seem “to see no other meaning in their natural 
environment than what serves for immediate use and 
consumption”… (LS #5)

• Benedict XVI proposed “eliminating the structural causes 
of the dysfunctions of the world economy…which has 
proved incapable of ensuring respect for the 
environment” (LS #6)

• Patriarch Bartholomew has spoken in particular of the 
need for each of us to repent of the ways we have 
harmed the planet (LS #8)



Other Sources...

These statements of the Popes echo the 
reflections of numerous scientists, philosophers, 

theologians and civic groups, all of which have enriched 
the Church’s thinking on these questions. 

Outside the Catholic Church, other Churches and 
Christian communities – and other religions as well – 
have expressed deep concern and offered valuable 
reflections on issues which all of us find disturbing

(LS #7)



Timeline...

...pace of consumption, waste and 
environmental change has stretched 
the planets capacity...(that) can only 

precipitate catastrophes 
(LS #161)







Timeline...















Target Audience
Now, faced as we are with global 

environmental deterioration, I wish to 
address every person living on this 
planet. In my Apostolic Exhortation 
Evangelii Gaudium, I wrote to all the 
members of the Church with the aim 
of encouraging ongoing missionary 
renewal. In this Encyclical, I would like 
to enter into dialogue with all people 
about our common home

(LS #3)

& Goal...



...the ecological crisis is also a summons to 
profound interior conversion 

(LS #217)

There can be no renewal of our relationship with 
nature without a renewal of humanity itself 

(LS #118)



Layout...

Chap 1 What is Happening to Our 
Common Home

Chap 2 Gospel of Creation

Chap 3 Human Roots of the Ecological 
Crisis

Chap 4 Integral Ecology

Chap 5 Lines of Approach and Action

Chap 6 Ecological Education & Spirituality



Themes...

• Intimate relationship

• Critique of new paradigms

• Value proper to each creature

• Forthright and honest debate

• Throw away culture

• “New Lifestyle”



Intimate Relationship

“The human environment and the natural 
environment deteriorate together; we cannot 
adequately combat environmental degradation unless 
we attend to causes related 
to human & social degradation. 

In fact, the deterioration 
of the environment and society 
affects the most vulnerable 
people on the planet....
the gravest effects of all attacks on the environment 
are suffered by the poorest” 

(LS #48)



Value Proper to Each Creature

”A spirituality which forgets 
God as All-powerful and 

Creator is not acceptable. 

That is how we end up worshipping earthly 
powers, or ourselves usurping the place of God, 
even to the point of claiming an unlimited right 

to trample His creation underfoot” 
(LS #75)



Critique of New Paradigms

“There is a tendency to believe that every 
increase in power means ‘an increase of 

“progress” itself, ... as if reality, goodness and 
truth automatically flow from technological 

and economic power as such” 
(LS #105)



Technology solving 

real life problems
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According to St Teresa of Avila…
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In other words,

WHO DOESN’T LOVE

CONVENIENCE?
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Examples
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Throw-Away Culture

”When human beings place
themselves at the centre, they 
give absolute priority to 
immediate convenience and 
all else becomes relative....

Sees everything as irrelevant 
unless it serves one’s own
immediate interests” 

(LS #122)



Me FIRST!
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Throw-Away Culture

”’Seedbed for collective 
selfishness’...self-centered and
self-enclosed, their greed 
increases. 

The emptier a person’s heart 
is, the more he or she needs 
things to buy, own and 
consume ....genuine sense of 

the common good also disappears” 
(LS #204)



Unless we know the very thing that’s 
causing our carelessness and indiffer
ence, no amount of campaigns will b
ring about any sustainable change.
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Pope Francis talks about
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It means being mindful that we 
are interconnected, that there 

is kinship with others and all of 
Creation. It is about being       

self-forgetful of our immediate 
wants and desires.
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THANK YOU
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